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A New Generation of Fishing Enthusiasts!
by Diane Gosselin

On Saturday, April 29, 36 youngsters ages
8 to 14, from Waterloo, Shefford, Warden and Lac
Brome, participated in a youth fishing day under
the Pêche en herbe program. Experienced sport
fishers from a number of
associations shared their
passion and their
knowledge with the boys
and girls.

Over the course
of four workshops
throughout the day, the
kids learned the basics of:
fish biology, fish habitat,
fishing techniques, fishing
regulations, safety, and

fishing ethics. The Parc écologique de Shefford, as
part of its educational mission, has been the site of
a number of learning activities on a variety of
themes, from water dynamics to environmental
respect. The kids also visited Réjean Choinière's
fishing pond where they had the pleasure of

catching some beautiful
trout. The Pêche en herbe
program is sponsored by
the Fondation de la faune
du Québec, whose aim is
to:

- spark the interest of a
new generation of sport
fishers in Québec;
- entice the kids to try
fishing again on their
own.

All the participants
received a free rod and
reel, and a Pêche en

herbe certificate, which they can use in lieu of a
fishing permit until they turn 18.

This youth fishing program was made
possible by:

- La Fondation de la faune and Canadian Tire
- Saint-Bernardin Parish family service counter
- The Café-Coop at École Notre-Dame
- Chagnon Dairy
- Marché Métro Lussier
- Waterloo Curling Committee
- Ville de Waterloo
- and 23 volunteers!

Thanks everyone!

Also, a great big thank you to Paul-Éloi
Dufresne and Claude Bernard, the instigators of
the project.
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A Word from the Mayor
"Citizens in Harmony with Nature"

… or Taking Pride in Our Environment
by Yves Gosselin

Have you ever stopped to think about the
motto we see on the big white signs at the entrances to
the municipality? The members of the
last Municipal Council chose this
motto to emphasize their concern for
the environment. With the exception
of Mr. Forand, who has taken a well-
deserved retirement, these Council
members are all back and continuing
the work that was begun. We want
you to be proud of our environment
and we are counting on you to
preserve it. The plans to purchase
large recycling bins and to launch a
municipal septic tank pumping service
are both under way - these projects
will help us protect our water source, as well as divert
all kinds of recyclable materials from our landfills.

However, there is another kind of pollution,
and that is visual pollution: the accumulation of trash or
miscellaneous "materials" on property, neglected yard
maintenance, etc. Simple daily chores that can help
make our municipality cleaner and more welcoming. 

We can start by picking up all the stuff that is
lying around, putting away what we can, and getting rid
of things we no longer use. If necessary, let's pitch in
and help our neighbours, the way we used to in the old

days of barn-raisings and work bees.
Let's plant flowers, paint buildings
that need it. The Council is currently
working on a practical and long-term
solution to help you dispose of your
waste building or landscaping
materials (metal, wood, stone,
branches, leaves, earth, sheetrock),
as well as your large trash items.
We'll talk more about this some other
time.

Together, let's take some
pride in being citizens of Shefford

Township.

I believe in taking pride in my environment.

P.S. - If you have ideas on how we can improve our
environment, feel free to share them! A councillor will
be on hand to talk to you at the Town Hall, every Friday
morning, from 9 a.m. to Noon. 

The Municipality Provides Financial Support

Le
lundi 10 avril
dernier, le maire
Yves Gosselin a
distribué quelques
dons en argent à
divers organismes
qui interviennent
auprès des
citoyens de la
municipalité. Nous
vous présentons
une photo qui fut
prise lors de la
remise des
chèques en précisant le montant que votre municipalité a remis à chaque organisme. 

De gauche à droite : M. Pascal Gauthier de la Maison des jeunes l'Exit (voir texte du reportage sur le sujet dans le présent
bulletin); M

me
Lise Desrochers de la Maison de la culture, 1 000 $; M. Martin Couture de l'Exit; M

me
Cynthia Quintal de l'Exit,

1 000 $; M
me

Diane Norris de la Bibliothèque publique de Waterloo, 5 000 $; M. Philippe Blanchard, secrétaire des Amis du
Bassin Versant de Waterloo, 5 000 $ (voir le texte sur cet organisme dans le présent bulletin); Mme Josée Archambault,
directrice du Centre d'action bénévole de Waterloo, 3 000 $; et monsieur le maire Yves Gosselin.



A Day of Consensus-Building
by André Pontbriand

On Saturday, March 18, 2006, the Council
members met in the Municipal Council Room, for a
working meeting
chaired by Mayor Yves
Gosselin. The purpose
of the meeting, which
began at 8 a.m. sharp
and ended around 6
p.m., was to build
consensus and define
priorities regarding the
work to be done on
important municipal
issues.

Discussion topics
included: 

- Establishing a presence of Council members at
Town Hall: a schedule was set up to ensure the
presence of a councillor at Town Hall every
Friday, from 9 to 11 a.m., to answer questions
from citizens who want to talk to a councillor;

- Policy on family: the task of developing a policy
on family was entrusted to Councillor Arès;
however, in the interim, it was decided to repair
the parks equipment and announce a policy on
disposable diapers (see the article on the
subject later in this issue); 

- Code of ethics:  the mandate to design a code
of ethics applicable to the staff and Council
members was entrusted to Councillor
Pontbriand;

- Policy on donations: being solicited by
numerous organizations, the Council defined
useful criteria for determining the financial help
that it may give to certain organizations (see
the article "The Municipality Lends Its Financial
Support" in this issue); 

- Policy on publicity:  For many years, the
Municipality has made donations to
organizations without receiving corresponding
publicity in recognition of its financial effort;
henceforth, donations from the Municipality will
be made in the presence of the local press
and, every year, the Municipality will honour a
Volunteer of the Year (see the article on the
subject in this issue); 

- Upgrading our roads and streets: An
agreement was reached on a five-year action
plan. Accordingly, it was decided that, in the

first year, Saxby Sud,
Coupland, and
possibly Jolley roads,
as well as Chemin
Mont-Shefford, will be
first to get a facelift;

- Traffic problems:
initially, incite citizens
to follow traffic
regulations,
especially regarding
speed and stop signs,
and secondly, ask the
Sûreté du Québec to
establish more of a

presence within the municipality and to enforce
the traffic regulations;

- Septic tanks: on this subject, it was agreed that
application of this bylaw would be respectful of
the environment, as well as flexible in its
application with the citizens;

- Eco-centre: establish a solid waste recycling
center with other municipalities in accordance
with MRC regulations;

- Lake Waterloo: Since our municipality has
lakeshore on Lake Waterloo, it was agreed to
take part in and ensure a presence on the Lake
Waterloo Environment Committee, to take
samples at each end of Frost Brook to
measure the level of sedimentation and
pollution;

- Recycling: It was decided to develop a chart of
recyclable materials (a chart that you have
already received in the mail) and to inform you
about the hazardous material collections, as
soon as we get some information on the
collection sites. 

Several other subjects were discussed,
including: the development of commerce and light
industry, the parc écologique (eco-park), welcoming
newcomers, electoral districts, electronic balloting,
composting, tree planting commensurate with our
pollution levels, etc. 
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"L'EXIT DE WATERLOO" Is There for You!
Started in 1986, the Maison des jeunes

"L'Exit de Waterloo" is the result of the unrelenting
efforts of numerous volunteers, including parents,
teens, and program leaders. The youth centre will
celebrate its 20th anniversary this August. "The
Exit" provides a supervised location for teens
between the ages of
12 and 17 to get
together and
participate in activities
that are geared to their
needs. 

Such longevity
would not have been
possible without the
contribution of
numerous donors,
including the
Municipality of
Shefford Township. The Municipality has been
supporting "The Exit" financially for a number of
years, and has therefore done its part to maintain
the services offered by the youth center. Twenty to
25% of the teens who use the center live in
Shefford Township. 

The reception the kids get at the youth
center is very important since it is often the initial
contact between the teen and the staff that
determines the youngster's future participation.
Initiating newcomers is a long-term process as it
takes a while for the teens to understand what the
youth center is all about and to learn to be part of
a democratic organization. Regulars also go
through reception, as a way of taking the teens'
"pulse", evaluating how the evening is going, and
validating the centre's planning process.

In short, the aim is to offer teens positive,
confidence-building experiences, to provide
adequate referrals using local resources, to create
conditions conducive to learning about community
life, democracy and its mechanisms, to encourage
them to be accountable for themselves, in short,
to empower teens to take responsibility and get
involved in their community. 

Trained in active listening, the program
leaders (a staff of six) must be receptive and able
to identify when teens need to express

themselves, and provide them with the
opportunity, either one-on-one, or in a group; but
always the goal is to support the teen, or a group
that is having a problem. The program leader's job
is to get to the kernel of the problem and explore
various avenues so that the person concerned

has access to useful
tools. Confidentiality is
maintained at all
times. 

For the past 12
years, the Waterloo
youth center has been
providing an outreach
service, with the aim
of reaching teens who
are out of the system
and living on the
street. Thus, through

the combined efforts of the street worker and the
outreach worker, this resource is designed to be
non-authoritarian and focuses primarily on
reducing misdemeanors through prevention and
intervention. The outreach program is
occasionally instrumental in helping the teens
discover an alternate lifestyle for themselves, in
the form of a youth center. 

In recent months, the youth center has
been focusing on converting its garage
(workshop) into a youth service cooperative
where a dozen teens will start their own "odd jobs"
business. These teens, supervised by a program
leader hired for this purpose, will offer their
services to the public beginning in late June.
Watch for our promotional campaign in June for
more details on the project. In addition, several
teens have been working for nearly a year on a
"life-sized" Dungeons & Dragons presentation, to
be held in July, August and September; others
have been developing our community garden, as
well as organizing several recreational and fund-
raising activities. Along with all of these projects,
we are actively working to develop a program of
festivities to mark our 20th Anniversary (a
Reunion Night, a National Day on October 7,
planting 20 trees, a web site) and much more...

(continued on page 4)
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(continued from page 3)

For more details about our program or for
a tour of our centre, feel free to contact us. We will
be pleased to inform you!

The Exit is...

- A moderately priced nutritional
meal service: three days a week

- An Internet café
- An meeting spot suitable for

numerous activities and
equipment

- A homework assistance service
- A dance troupe
- An improv club
- A mobile snackbar (for

fundraising)
- A very busy teen committee that

plans and organizes the Exit's
events and activities

- An organization supported by
dozens of volunteers and
contributors

- A member organization of the
Regroupement des maisons des
jeunes du Québec 

- A team of program leaders who
are there for our boys and girls:
Martin Couture (Director),
Cynthia Quintal (Coordinator),
Jacynthe Jacques, Pascal
Gauthier, Daniel Rondeau and
Pierrick Robitaille (Program
Leaders), Claudia Cleary-Waite
(Cook) 

- A dynamic and understanding
Board of Directors 

- An organization that sits on a
number of consultation and
coordination committees

- In short, an organization that is
active in the community… 

La Maison des jeunes 
"L'Exit de Waterloo" 
350 Waterloo Street, 
P.O. Box 1110 
Waterloo, Québec  J0E 2N0 
Telephone: (450) 539-4578 
Fax: (450) 539-4578 
E-mail: exitdewaterloo@qc.aira.com 

To contact our outreach staff:

- Patrick Adam (Street Worker): (450) 770-3919 
- Outreach Worker: (450) 360-5774 
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The Chambre de commerce Haute-Yamaska et région, 
an Ally That Makes the Difference! 

by Céline Gagnon, Executive Director 

You are self-employed and business is
good?  As a consultant, you are wondering how the
Chambre de Commerce can be useful to you? 

The Chambre de commerce Haute-
Yamaska et région can become your ally and help
you grow your business.

In addition to
networking activities -
luncheon conferences,
mixers and speed
meetings - the
Chambre has been
partnering with Emploi-
Québec since last year
to provide training
workshops for retail and
service businesses.

This series of
short workshops is
designed specifically
for small retail and
service businesses that
lack the human and
financial resources to help them with their business
development strategies. The wide variety of
themes addressed reflects the daily realities of
small retail and other businesses.  

Last year, the Chambre set up a
committee, the "Réseau action travailleurs
autonomes," which develops custom activities to
meet the needs and realities of the self-employed. 

This committee invites self-employed
persons to develop their contacts and their network
by taking part in activities specifically tailored to
them.

The benefits of the Chambre de commerce
do not stop there! Self-employed persons, like all
members of the Chambre, can take advantage of
discounts and lower rates on many goods and
services, such as gas or insurance. Something to
keep in mind:  a member of the Chambre can buy
group insurance, even if he or she is the only
person in the business.  

The Chambre also offers its members the
opportunity to have their own microsite within its
Web portal -  www.chambredecommerce.org - at a
very affordable price.  The micro sites, which may
be interactive or non-interactive, are a unique way
of promoting your business, goods, or services
with a variety of dynamic tools (newsletters,
discount coupons, bargains, gift ideas,…).

What's more, for the past five years, the
Chambre de commerce has been certified to
provide business mentoring services.  The Cellule
de mentorat d'affaires enables young businesses
to benefit from the advice and experience of
mentors who are familiar with the reality of
business people and business.  Whether for
entrepreneurial succession or simply for coaching
in making major decisions, the mentors are
available to these young and not-so-young
entrepreneurs.  

Finally, the Chambre de commerce Haute-
Yamaska et région, with its network of close to 700
members, is a tool you won't be able to do without
once you have tried it! An ally that makes all the
difference! To become a member of the Chambre
de commerce Haute-Yamaska et région and for
more information, visit our Web portal at
www.chambredecommerce.org or contact us at
(450) 372-6100.



Page 7

Reusable or Disposable Diapers?

by André Pontbriand 

On Monday, April 10, 2006, Mayor Yves
Gosselin announced to the local press that the
Municipal Council of Shefford Township was
setting up a program that would give a $100
contribution to every family on its territory that
switched from using disposables to cotton
diapers.

During the
press conference, the
Mayor said that this
policy has a dual
objective, namely to
lessen the pressure
on ligneous materials
- for the Municipality
of Shefford Township
alone, if the program
is fully implemented in
the next 30 months,
800 trees would be
saved; for Québec as
a whole, the result
would be 220,000
trees - and to reduce
the amount of waste sent to the landfill - according
to certain studies, every child uses on average
5,475 disposable diapers until he or she is toilet-
trained, or the equivalent of a ton of waste; these
diapers take 30 to 50 years to compost.

The Municipality's families can obtain this
$100 contribution by submitting a bill for the
purchase of reusable cotton diapers.  Bills and
receipts issued after January 1, 2006 will be
accepted.

This program will end on December 31,
2006.  In January 2007, your elected
representatives will determine how effective this
program has been.  Their intention however is to
maintain this environmental approach.  The first
parents to benefit from this assistance are the
family of Stéphanie Raymond who attended the
program launch. Ms. Raymond wrote us recently:
"Cloth diapers have been around for decades.
Back then, these diapers were the only means we
had of keeping our babies dry.  Without even

realizing it, my grandparents and great-
grandparents were using the most ecological
method possible.  Today, with industrialization,
washable diapers are not as popular as they once
were.  Yet, they have been greatly improved.  In
the past, you had to fold a large square of cotton
fabric to make the diaper, which was held together
with safety pins.

Today, these
diapers look just like
disposable diapers
and they fasten with
Velcro.

Some have a
waterproof nylon
outer layer, while
others require diaper
pants to be worn over
the diaper.  I think
that people are
unaware of the cotton
diapers' new look.  

Fortunately, there
is more and more

information available on the subject; more and
more companies are specializing in the
manufacture of these diapers and more and more
parents are recommending their use.  For me,
using washable diapers is a personal challenge
but it is making a big contribution to the
environment.  Clearly, it is not as easy to use as a
disposable diaper that you throw in the trash can
and forget about.

But, for me, doing one more load of
laundry is not a hardship, especially when I think
of the long-term benefits.

Learning that the Municipality of Shefford
Township is getting involved to motivate new
parents to use these diapers is wonderful news to
me.  The environment increasingly concerns me
and I would like my children to benefit from a
healthy environment."  (translation)
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Shefford Moves Ahead with Fire Protection
by Sylvain Arès

In 1997, the Municipality of Shefford
Township equipped itself with a satellite fire
station in order to better protect its citizens'
property.

It purchased a tanker truck to
carry the water needed to fight fires.  The
truck purchased back then was a 1982
tanker truck that met the standards of the
time, namely 1,500 gallons per 10
minutes.

Today, government and
insurance company standards require
more gallonage in a shorter period of
time. The truck's age (25 years) and new
standards require that we scrap this
truck.  This fiscal year, the Municipality of
Shefford Township will have to purchase
a truck that will meet the new
requirements.

Your Councillors Sylvain Arès and André
Pontbriand, with the collaboration of your new
Fire Chief, André Cadorette, and your Fire
Captain, Denis Labrecque, have drawn up
specifications for the purchase of a new water
tanker truck that will meet the new standards and
the needs of the Municipality's citizens

Online Fire Hydrants - Is It Possible?
by André Pontbriand 

In a resolution on September 7, 2004, the
Municipal Council of Shefford Township instructed
Councillors Arès and Pontbriand to meet with the
Granby authorities to inquire into the possibility of
equipping the Coupland Lake aqueduct, which
crosses the western area of the municipality, with a
few online hydrants.

Following a letter dated October 19, 2004
sent to the Ville de Granby, the designated
councillors, accompanied by the Municipality's
General Manager Sylvie Gougeon and ex-Fire Chief
Daniel Melançon, met with Granby's General
Manager, Michel Pinault, and City Engineer, Serge
Robert. The aim of this meeting scheduled for
October 22, 2004 was to find out whether the Ville
de Granby authorities would be favourable to the
installation of eight online hydrants on the Coupland
Lake aqueduct, along with some dry-barrel hydrants
on the boundary between the two municipalities,
namely one on Chemin Ostiguy and the other on
Chemin Robitaille or Chemin Coupland. We also
wanted to know how much this operation would cost
our municipality. The people in question were

indeed interested and told us that the installation
cost would be roughly $60,000 and $2,500 for
annual maintenance, the whole of which would have
to be submitted for approval to the Ville de Granby
authorities.

On November 16, 2004, Mr. Pinault
informed us that, pursuant to a letter received from
the ministère de l'Environnement, the Ville would
issue its reply after the study requested by the
ministère had been carried out.

The ministère de l'Environnement study
having been completed, Mr. Pinault informed us in
his April 7, 2006 letter that, at its April 3, 2006
meeting, the Ville de Granby Council passed a
resolution authorizing the installation of fire hydrants
on the Ville's aqueduct, including two dry-barrel
hydrants, for an estimated cost of $60,382.62 for
installation and $2,250 per year for maintenance,
payable by the Municipality of Shefford Township.
After comparing with other cities, we can affirm that
these costs are reasonable.



Page 9

The Environment - It's Everybody's Business
by Daniel Leclair 

In the last issue of the Newsletter, I briefly
described the activities of the MRC de la Haute-
Yamaska, as well as your Municipality's carefully
considered orientations in the continuing improvement
of our environment.

On May 17, the Municipality of Shefford
Township held an information evening on recycling.
Karine Denis, Project Manager with the MRC and Julie
Gagné, Chief of Operations at Sani-Eco inc., had
agreed to take part in this meeting, which was
attended by over 80 citizens. The evening followed the
distribution of the 360-L blue recycling bins and the
refrigerator magnet reminder which you all should
have received.

For Ms. Denis, recycling is an integral part of
the Programme de gestion des matières résiduelles -
or Residual Materials Management Program.  During
her presentation, she reminded us that the objective
for 2008 is to divert 60% of recyclable residual
materials from the landfills.

For her part, Ms. Gagné briefly
explained how the recycling plant operates,
focusing on the identification of recyclable
products and the recycling process. For instance,
you should rinse all containers carefully before
you place them in the bin, simply out of respect
for the employees at the recycling plant who will
have to handle them.  Also, newspapers,
cardboard boxes and any other objects placed in
your bins should not be tied together; this
impedes the proper operation of the recycling
plant's equipment.  If you would like to recycle
items that are too large for the blue bins, you can
place them next to the bin, as long as you clearly
label them for recycling.  Also, please take note
that, if you do not place the small or large blue
bin at the curb, the recycling truck will not stop to
pick them up and all items will be sent to the
landfill.

Both guests emphasized the importance
of recycling to reduce the volume of waste sent
to our landfills. Currently, based on 2005 data,
Shefford citizens annually recycle roughly 418
tons of products (that is 0.2 ton per residence),
compared with approximately 1,326 tons of
waste sent to the landfill (or 0.65 ton per
residence).  We are thus landfilling three times
more waste than we recycle.  Achieving the
target set for 2008, namely reducing the waste

sent to the landfill by 60%, would reduce the amount of
land-filled items by 629 tons, some of which take
hundreds of years to decompose.  WHAT A
CHALLENGE!!! Given the growing interest expressed
by many citizens in environmental issues, we will be
holding information sessions throughout the year on
various topics, such as: composting, watershed
management, the importance of all of us keeping our
immediate environment clean (for example, cleaning
out the drainage ditches bordering our properties).  I
invite everyone interested to send me some topics that
we can discuss at these meetings.

I conclude by emphasizing that the 360-L bins
have already proven themselves: according to expert
studies, using such bins encourages greater
participation in the recycling program.  I also remind
you that:

WE'RE ALL PART OF THE PROBLEM, 
LET'S BE PART OF THE SOLUTION!
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Friends of the Lake Waterloo Watershed
by Robert Bourgault 

I would like to thank Yves Gosselin, Mayor of
the Municipality of Shefford Township, for giving us,
Les Amis du Bassin Versant du Lac Waterloo, the
opportunity to address you through your newsletter,
as well as the Municipality for its financial support.

Who are Les Amis du Bassin Versant du Lac
Waterloo? We are a group of citizens from the
municipalities of Shefford and Waterloo who have
decided to volunteer our time to save Lake Waterloo.
A non-profit organization, the ABVLW was founded in
September 2003 and incorporated on March 1, 2004.  

Before continuing, we should explain what a
watershed is, in order to better understand the
importance of our involvement as Shefford citizens. A
lake is much more than the body of water you see; it
is also the whole area that drains into it, which is its
watershed. Most of Lake Waterloo is located in
Waterloo, but its watershed is mainly located in our
Municipality of Shefford. 

The lake has been considered eutrophic
since 1970, meaning that it produces large amounts
of algae and aquatic plants resulting in its
deterioration or premature aging and reducing our
enjoyment of the lake for water activities.

Before and since 2002, many citizens groups
in the municipalities of Shefford and Waterloo have
taken action to improve the lake's situation.  Over the
past few years, greater awareness among the
general population has encouraged our elected
officials to pass laws and regulations providing for
better management of our environment.

The ABVLW set itself the mission of
combating the eutrophication of Lake Waterloo so

that citizens may enjoy it fully once again.

Here are some examples of actions taken
over the past year: 

- Cleanup of lakeshore 
- Distribution of 1,000 trees to elementary school

children - Report on the state of the lake and on
actions to reduce the phosphorus input; this will
allow us to make a careful analysis and develop
a plan of action in partnership with the
municipalities of Shefford and Waterloo 

-  Participation in Environment Week at the Cégep
de Granby 

- Raising public awareness through participation in
various regional activities 

- Reforestation of the Frost River which is located
entirely on Shefford territory, planting of 4,700
trees at a cost of $48,700, with financial
assistance from the Agence forestière de la
Montérégie.

Here is what we plan to do over the next
year: - Participate in the public beach redevelopment
project - Raise awareness among shoreline residents
about shoreline revegetalization in partnership with
the municipalities - Raise general awareness about
pesticide use - Follow up on the report "Contrôle des
flux de phosphore interne" (internal phosphorous flow
tracking) - Study and proposal of corrective measures
to halt erosion in the watershed - Participation in the
tripartite committee:  ABVLW, Shefford and Waterloo.  

For Lake Waterloo to survive, whether we
live on its shores or on top of Mount Shefford, every
action, even the most benign, has an impact on its
evolution. If you would like to join us or request more
information, contact the ABVLW - Web site:
www.cacwaterloo.qc.ca/abvw or 48, rue Place Fortin,
Shefford (Québec) J2M 1A4.

In a nutshell… 

Blue Bins 

We remind you that the large blue bins that you
have just received belong to the property and must be left
behind when you move.  The serial number on the bin is
related to your home address.

Spas and Pools  

If you install a spa, an in- or above-ground pool,
inflatable or not, it is important that you be aware of the
municipal bylaw pertaining to them. A pool is fun but it is
also a hazard. The municipal bylaw states, among other

things, that an above-ground pool which is less than 1.2
m (4 feet) high must be surrounded by a fence that meets
the same requirements as those for in-ground pools.

Digging in Streams and Other Watercourses. 

Under the Quebec policy on the protection of
lakeshores, riverbanks, littoral zones and floodplains
(Politique québécoise de protection des rives, du littoral et
des plaines inondables), a policy which has been in effect
since December 1993, no one may undertake work in a
watercourse, intermittent or not, whatever the size,
without a certificate of authorization from the ministère de
l'Environnement. You absolutely must contact your
municipality or the MRC to find out what the procedure is
for this type of work.
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An Overlooked Gem in Shefford
by Donald Tétreault

The Christ Church is a beautiful example
of the small churches that were built in the
Eastern Townships.
Although these churches
were generally
constructed of wood,
Christ Church is a
masonry masterpiece.

Built at a cost of
$1,100 in 1852 by
mason Samuel Wallace,
assisted by his two sons
Thomas and Job, this
Anglican church was
consecrated in 1853. It was closed for a period of
time in the 1920s, Frost Village having lost many
of its residents and businesses following the
advent of the railway in Waterloo. The Anglican
faith continued to be celebrated at Christ Church
after its reopening in 1930 and until the late
1960s. The church was deconsecrated in 1979
and sold to Canadian Heritage of Québec.

The large window on the west wall - which
contained many stained glass panels - installed in
1900 in commemoration of Reverend Lindsay
(rector of Christ Church for 48 years), was

removed to protect it
following some acts of
vandalism. It was
transferred to Saint Luke
of Waterloo Church and
has since been
permanently installed
there in the entrance hall
under the bell tower.

The church was
used by another faith,
possibly the Mormons,

for a period time. The occasional marriage has
also been celebrated in this church in recent
years.

An assessment of the restoration cost is
currently being made. If the cost is reasonable, it
might be able to be converted into a concert hall,
exhibit gallery and conference room.

Major Roadwork in 2006
by Doris Chagnon 

This year, given the condition of the high-
traffic roads like Chemin Saxby-South, the
municipality plans to take out a loan to rehabilitate
and repave them.

This operation will
involve excavating the
road in some spots to
rebuild its infrastructure,
ditching, and repaving
Chemin Saxby-South
from Route 112 to the
bicycle path.

Chemin Coupland
will also undergo similar
maintenance, but to a
lesser degree, from Chemin Saxby-South to the
Granby city limits.

Chemin Mont Shefford will also be
repaved, from Chemin Jolley to Rue des Cimes,
as well as the current paved portion of Chemin
Mont Shefford to Route 241. The unpaved
section of Chemin Mont Shefford will be
excavated where required, ditching will be done

at some spots, and it will
be reloaded with crushed
stone.

The loan,
contracted at an
advantageous rate, will
allow us to complete the
planned work, whereas
normally it would have
been spread out over two
or more years.

Given the magnitude of this work, no new
roads (residential development) will be paved this
year.
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In early 2005, your Municipal Council
decided to recognize the volunteer work done by
certain citizens who give of their time and use their
knowledge to serve their
municipality. The Council had a
scroll made up which bears the
municipality's logo, a brief
explanation of this logo, as well
as a space reserved for
inscribing the volunteer's name
and the object of his or her
volunteer work. On occasion,
your Council would recognize a
volunteer to whom it would
present a laminated scroll at a
public meeting and a second
scroll would be added to an
honour roll located in the Council room.

At the April 4, 2006 session, the Council
recognized the volunteer work of Guy Huot, in the
presence of several of his family members, friends,
and fellow citizens attending the Council meeting.

The Council wanted to recognize this volunteer's
constant involvement in a variety of endeavours
undertaken in support of the municipality's

orientations. Guy Huot received
his scroll from Mayor Yves
Gosselin. We would like to
mention in particular his
constant work with the Urban
Planning Advisory Committee,
of which he has been the
Secretary since 1988, and as
the principal architect of our
municipality's first municipal
planning bylaw. Mr. Huot has
also been an active member of
the Comité des citoyens avertis
(informed citizens group) since

its founding in 1996. During the forced mergers, he
was very active in defending the autonomy of the
Municipality of Shefford Township. At this Council
session, past-Mayor Jean-Paul Forand, and friend
Luc Meilleur paid tribute to Guy Huot's contribution
as a volunteer to many activities.

Congratulations Mr. Huot!

The Municipality and Its Volunteers 
Mr. Guy Huot

40036953

Important Phone Numbers

Emergencies (ambulance, fire, police) 911
Fire Station
776-3316

Shefford Township Town Hall 
245, chemin Picard
Shefford (Québec) J2M 1J2

Phone: . . 539-2258
Fax: . . 539-4951

Information . . Ext. 0
Mayor’s Office . . Ext. 228
General Manager . . Ext. 224
Construction Permits . .      Ext. 234 or 225
Taxes , . Ext. 222
Roads and Public Works . . Ext. 227

E-mail: info@cantonshefford.qc.ca
Web Site: www.cantonshefford.qc.ca
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