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Something to Be Proud of!
by André Pontbriand, Councillor

In 2006, the Mutuelle des municipalités du
Québec (M.M.Q.) launched a contest that is open
to Québec municipalities.  The object of this
contest is to draw
attention to the
municipalities who have
improved their fire
protection service by
providing greater
protection to their
citizens.  The contest,
called the Mérite de la
Mutuelle des
municipalités du
Québec en gestion de
risques, awards three
prizes of $10,000,
$5,000 and $2,000

respectively.  The prize money is accompanied by
plaques engraved with the name of the contest
and of the winning MRCs.

The council, having taken action in this
area a number of times over the past two years,

decided to enter the
municipality in this
contest for 2007. The
document submitted to
this organization on
behalf of your
municipality was
accompanied by
resolutions passed by
your council on the
municipality's fire
protection service and
by photos evidencing
the purchases made
and actions taken. The
actions presented

concerned the following: the filing of our
implementation plan to comply with the Fire Risk
Cover Plan required by the Ministère de la Sécurité
publique; the increase in our volunteer firefighters
from 15 to 30; the renewal of our agreement with
the Waterloo Fire Department for a five-year term
to support our service in protecting the
municipality's eastern sector; the mutual aid
agreement signed with the municipalities of
Brome, Granby, Roxton, Waterloo and, eventually,
Bromont; the installation of two dry fire hydrants
annually (hydrant installed on a private lake or on
a public stream) (we currently have 13); the
agreement with Granby for the installation of 9
online fire hydrants on the Coupland Lake
aqueduct;  the replacement of the old pumper  with
a new 2,000-gallon pumper, and the purchase in
2008 of a tanker that will also have a 2,000-gallon
capacity; the expansion of the fire station to meet
the needs of your Fire Department, etc.

(continued on page 6)
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A Message from the Mayor
2008 Objectives

by Yves Gosselin

The Council had set itself a number of
objectives in several areas in 2007, and
accomplished many of them.

Let's begin with the Environment file. I sit on
the COGEMRHY, the Corporation de gestion des
matières résiduelles de la
Haute-Yamaska (Haute-
Yamaska Waste
Management
Corporation), an
organization tasked by the
MRC to make
recommendations to it
regarding sorting-
composting on a regional
level, as well as the
introduction of eco-
centers. We selected a
company to serve as the
sorting-composting plant,
and the eco-centers
should open early next year.  We collaborated with
the Comité des amis du bassin versant du lac
Waterloo (Friends of Lake Waterloo Watershed
Committee) to carry out certain studies on Lake
Waterloo's main tributary, Frost Brook.  We also
contributed financially to a study conducted by the
University of Sherbrooke Environment Observatory,
which involved a general analysis of the Lake
Waterloo watershed.  In fact, we just received their
conclusions.  We also cooperated with the Friends of
Jean-Paul-Forand Park committee, to evaluate and
set in motion certain projects in the eco-park.

In matters of Security, our fire department
wrote the first draft of the Emergency Plan, which we
expect to finalize in 2008.  We enlarged the
firehouse and took delivery of our first new truck.

In matters of Recreation, a new agreement
was signed with the City of Granby, at the latter's
request.  It should prove advantageous for the
Township.

In the area of communications, we
continued to publish our municipal newsletter.  We
also launched our new website.

Regarding our roads, we spent our entire
road repair budget, but there wasn't enough money

to do everything we had planned; we will simply
carry on in 2008.

On a regional level, I continued to nurture
good relations with the other towns and cities in the
MRC, to foster as much coordination of our efforts as
possible.

With regard to our
staff, we established
salary scales and job
descriptions.  We
completed a task
assessment and a time
study, so that we might
offer our employees
reasonable working
conditions, and to
determine staffing needs
to improve the quality of
services to the public.  We
also acquired a GPS
system in order to gather
geomatic (global

positioning) data.

2008 will be a year of consolidation.

We will acquire a second fire truck and
finalize our emergency response plan.  We will also
continue our  risk assessment survey within the
township, and possibly accelerate it.

We will collaborate with the COGEMRHY, in
order to introduce a local eco-center, in addition to
the regional sorting-composting plant.

We will also participate in the MRC-wide
public transit project, and we will fine-tune our
website.  We also plan to support citizens' projects in
connection with the Fête des voisins, which is a
provincewide event that will take place this June 7.
And don't forget the photo contest on the website:
you can enter your own photos in the contest, or you
can simply vote for the photos entered by your fellow
citizens.

Regarding roads and public works, we will
look at ways of improving our road maintenance,
review our five-year plan in light of rising costs, as
well as the way we approach these projects.

(Continued on page 6)



2008 Budget
by Daniel Leclair, Councillor

On December 4, 2007, the Council of the
Municipalité du Canton de Shefford tabled its
budget for the year 2008. The 2008 budget
shows a stable property tax rate compared to last
year. Once again, the budget focuses on
increasing services to the population, while
maintaining the best possible financial position.

The Council has decided to pursue its
efforts in matters of the environment and to
devote more of its financial resources to this
issue. It will therefore maintain its environmental
project fund and devote a substantial amount to
the development of Parc écologique Jean-Paul-
Forand. What's more, in collaboration with the
MRC de la Haute-Yamaska, the Municipalité du
Canton de Shefford will participate in setting up
an eco-center in the eastern zone of the MRC.
Regarding the septic tank pumping service, the
required contribution will remain the same,
namely $65, while the municipal waste tax
will go up $4.

Despite a delay in the rollout of its
five-year roads and public works plan, the
Municipalité intends to maintain its level of
investment at over $400,000 in 2008, in
order to improve the condition of its streets
and thoroughfares. It is important to keep
in mind that, in the last two years, the
Municipalité has invested over $1.7 million
in its road infrastructure.

Substantial funding has again
been set aside for public security this year.
To comply with the Fire Safety Cover Plan,
the Municipalité will acquire a second
pump truck.

The Council is also planning to
develop its recreation parks in 2008. Better
equipped parks will encourage Shefford
residents to use them, and provide young
families with safe and interesting
playgrounds.

With regard to urban planning, the
Council members have added a new part-
time person to the staff.  This person will be

assigned to follow up on the various permits
issued during the year.  This new resource will
allow existing staff to devote more time to the
growing demands of the population.

The Municipality's wage policy will be
amended to harmonize our employee benefits
with those offered by towns of comparable size
within the region. The mayor's and Council
members' salaries will also be adjusted,
representing a total impact of $25,000, or 0.05%
of the total budgeted expenditures.

After earning two fleurons the very first
year of its participation in the Fleurons du Québec
horticultural rating program, the council decided
to budget for a gradual implementation of the
beautification recommendations formulated by
Fleurons du Québec. 
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Revenus 2007 2007 2008
Budget (10 mois) Budget

Taxes 4 479 845 4 583 348 4 673 684
Tenant lieu de taxes 20 905 21 432 20 802
Autres revenus (source locale) 223 000 432 087 292 500
Transferts 299 783 391 314 352 025
Affectation du surplus 726 810 328 912 224 641
Total des revenus 5 750 343 5 757 093 5 563 652

Dépenses
Administration générale 650 834 650 834 773 711
Sécurité publique 1 083 193 1 083 193 1 184 189
Transport 1 208 540 1 208 540 1 382 593
Hygiène du milieu 738 154 738 154 834 336
Urbanisme et mise en valeur 309 084 309 084 340 200
Loisirs et culture 309 141 309 141 212 734
Frais financement 128 250 75 000 110 156

Total des dépenses de fonctionnement
4 427 196 4 373 946 4 837 919

Immobilisations 1 323 147 1 383 147 725 733

Total des dépenses 5 750 343 5 757 093 5 563 652
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by Isabelle Perreault, B. Sc., Environment Technician

Drawn by the charms and tranquility that a
body of water provides, many citizens consider
building an artificial lake or pond on their property.
Watch out!  Attractive though the idea may be, it might
not be feasible on your property.  The construction of
artificial lakes and ponds is subject to strict standards
designed to protect water quality.

The Municipalité du Canton de Shefford has
adopted development standards for the construction of
lakes and ponds, based on the Environment Quality
Act, in order to respond expediently to citizens'
requests and to prevent the degradation of our water
quality. 

Indeed, without such standards, small artificial
lakes and ponds can be extremely harmful  to streams
and the surrounding land.  They can raise water
temperatures, cause erosion and flooding of
surrounding land, and contribute algae, nutrients or
pollutants from urban activities to watercourses and
lakes located downstream. 

Among the most important standards to keep
in mind are the following: 

- Using or diverting an existing stream to

develop an artificial body of water is
prohibited under any circumstances; 

- Must be built outside of the riparian strip;
- The bank must be stabilized quickly with a

vegetation cover; 
- The various distances between thoroughfares

and buildings must be respected; 
- The average minimum depth is 2 m.

There are other standards to consider and you will find
them on our website, in Chapter 15, Section 3 of the
Zoning Plan, or by calling the Municipality. Keep in
mind that a duly completed permit application will
avoid a lot of worries, including that of a non-
compliant lake or pond! 

Artificial Lakes and Ponds… Pay Attention to the Standards!

Fast Facts
by Julie Guilmain, Urban Planning Inspector 

Outdoor Wood Furnace

Are you thinking about installing an outdoor
wood furnace on your land? Before you do, check the
standards with the municipality. The standards are as
follows: 

- First of all, these furnaces are only authorized
for lots 6,000 m2 (64,600 ft2) or larger;

- There must be an existing main building on
the lot;

- The wood furnace must be located at least 2
metres (6.5 ft) from all property lines, and at
least 3 metres (10 ft) from another building; 

- It may only be located in the backyard; 
- And, finally, the chimney top must be a

minimum of 3.5 metres (11.5 ft) off the
ground.

This text is adapted from the land use planning bylaws
and is intended for information purposes only. In the
event of a divergence with the applicable bylaw, the
official text of the bylaw shall prevail.

Documents that must be filed with the municipality

- Did you remember to submit a copy of your
certificate of location to the Urban Planning
and Environment Department when you built
your new home? This document must be filed
after construction is complete (Règlement de
permis et certificats no 2005-422, article 43).

- If you have had an Ecoflo Biofilter or Bionest
system installed on your land to replace your
old, defective septic installation, don't forget
to send us a copy of your system's
maintenance contract (Regulation respecting
Wastewater disposal systems for isolated
dwellings, R.Q. c. Q-2, r.8), section 3.3).

- And, finally, if you have had a new well dug on
your land, the municipality requires a drilling
report prepared by the well digger
(Groundwater Catchment Regulation (Q-2, r.
1.3), section 20).

- Your cooperation in providing us with these
documents will be appreciated.
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by André Pontbriand, Councillor

The Chambre de commerce de la Haute-
Yamaska held its Prix Distinction awards gala at
Château Bromont on November 3, 2007. Two
Shefford businesses were nominated at this
event, which is very popular with the region's
business people.

These businesses were Biocime and
SCE Électrique.

Biocime, a forestry business specializing
in woodlands management using environmentally
responsible practices, won 1st prize in the "Self-
Employed" category. This business, which has
existed for two and a half years, specializes in
everything relating to trees, from birth to death.  It
practices ecological tree pruning, planting and
cutting, the development of forest stands, and
manufactures log play sets.  This business,
whose offices are located at 1677 Route 241,
Shefford, is managed by Alain Planchamp, who
has 20 years of education, teaching and
experience in this field.

SCE Électrique inc. won first prize in the
"New Business" category. This electrical
contractor has been in business for one year, and
already has 12 employees.  Its offices are located
at 119 Daudelin, Shefford. SCE Électrique serves
a vast territory, but the areas where it is most in
demand are Bromont, Cowansville, Granby and
Shefford.  It specializes in electrical installations
for homes, institutions, businesses and
industries, as well as high-voltage installations.
The photo shows Bertrand Lussier, estimator,
Steve Coté, President and Éric Provençal. 

At the awards gala, Chabos inc., which
was nominated and won the Prix Distinction in the
"Self-Employed" category in 2005, was
nominated again for the same category in 2007.
This business, located at 1305 Denison Street in
Shefford, is run by Chantal Bossé. It specializes
in visual presentations (PowerPoint and
multimedia presentations), document editing,
training and photo slideshows.  

All three businesses are listed on the
Canton de Shefford web portal. 

People Worth Knowing
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(Continued from page 1 
- Something to Be Proud of)

Mayor Gosselin and Councillor Chagnon
were appointed by your council to represent your
municipality at the municipal conference that was
held in Quebec City on September 27, 28 and 29.
At this conference, Mayor Gosselin and
Councillor Chagnon were invited to step onto the
podium to receive, from Eastman Mayor Gérard
Marinovich, a plaque and a cheque for $5,000 for

winning second prize in the Mérite de la Mutuelle
des municipalités du Québec en gestion de
risques. The event was soon picked up by the
Québec media, and the Mutuelle's magazine. An
article on your municipality was featured in
Quorum, the municipalities' newspaper, on page
29 of the November 2007 issue (vol. 32, no. 7).
The $5,000, which must be used to improve
security, with the approval of the Mutuelle, will
enable us to equip your firefighters with five
communication radios.

(Continued from page 2 - 2008 Objectives)

In this, our third year in office, we will also
examine the question of electronic voting
systems, as well as the subdivision of the
township into electoral districts.

In terms of the eco-park, a number of
maintenance projects are scheduled, notably the
repair of certain bridges and the production of a
brochure, all in cooperation with UQÀM and our
citizens committee.

We will also look at the issue of industrial
and commercial sectors within the township to
see if we can improve the situation in this regard.
We intend to work with our merchants to improve
their surroundings and thus project a more
welcoming image.

We will also have to take action in regard
to Frost Brook and the protection of our
shorelines and rivers and streams, in line with the

provincial government's wishes and the
recommendations of the University of Sherbrooke
Environment Observatory and the CABVLW -
and in cooperation with our various partners.

We will also continue to develop a code of
ethics for our elected officials and our staff. In
addition, we will begin drafting a master plan for
our roads and public works and our park
development, as well as a wetlands management
plan.

As you can see, the Council has set itself
a heavy workload: we will need the cooperation of
the employees and the support of the citizens to
achieve it all.  The township continues to
experience strong growth, and we are becoming
increasingly well known.  We need to maintain
this course and make sure that we remain known
as a pleasant, welcoming, and environmentally-
friendly place to live.

Thank you.

To make it easier to reach the Municipal Staff

The main phone number of the Municipality is 450 539-2258. 

Dial the following extensions to speak to:

Yves Gosselin, Mayor 228
Sylvie Gougeon, General Manager and Secretary-Treasurer 224
Councillors office 229
Julie Guilmain, Building Inspector 234
Marc Cournoyer, Assistant Building Inspector 225
Annie Martin, Secretary, Service d’urbanisme et d’environnement 223
Rolland Fortin, Road Inspector 227
Sheron Forand, Secretary 222
Francine Larose, Secretary 235
Paulette Roy, Receptionist 221

Fire (emergency) 911
Rescue (emergency) 911
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The Permit - An Important Tool for the Municipality AND for You
By Marc Cournoyer, 
Assistant Urban Planning Inspector 

If you enjoyed the misadventures of Mr.
Burns (and the burn permit) a while back, here is the
story of his cousin, Mr. Sansoucy … 

Semi-Fictional Case Study 

One fine day, towards the end of June
2003, Mrs. Sansoucy said to Mr. Sansoucy that it
would be nice to have a pool to cool off in during hot
summer days. 

Totally in agreement with his wife, Mr.
Sansoucy immediately began making plans. He
found a great spot for the pool to the right of his
house, but because they are located on the
mountain and the lot is steeply sloped, he will have
to build a retaining wall in the front setback, as well
as backfill to make sure the swimming pool is stable.

So far so good…

Mr. Sansoucy sets to work; he purchases a
24-foot above-ground pool and hires an excavator
to build the retaining wall.  He does not apply for a
permit from the Municipality, because "I pay enough
taxes as it is, they aren't going to get my $20," he
tells his cousin Mr. Burns, even though it is the
property owner's responsibility to obtain a permit
from the municipal authority, as mentioned in his
pool purchase contract. 

So, Mr. Sansoucy goes ahead with the
project.

Mr. Sansoucy enjoys his pool until the
spring of 2006, when he decides to put his house up
for sale. 

At the request of his mortgage lender, the
purchaser hires a land surveyor to produce a
certificate of location for the property.  That's when
the problems begin...   

The surveyor finds several non-compliant
items: firstly, the pool is located in the front setback
(between the house and the street) and, secondly,
the pool is less than 2 m (6'6") from the house; and,
finally, both the retaining wall and the pool encroach
on the neighbour's land! 

The bylaws stipulate that the owner must

apply for a permit from the Municipality thirty days
before the work begins, that the pool must not
extend beyond the front of the house and that it
must be located at least 2 metres from any buildings
and from the property lines. 

The purchaser contacts the Municipality for
information and the inspector informs him that no
permit was issued for the pool and that a minor
variance cannot be granted for the pool! The
property owner or purchaser must therefore
dismantle the pool and install it in a compliant
location (having previously applied for and been
granted a permit).  After checking, it is found that it
is almost impossible to install the pool anywhere
else, because the land is too steeply sloped.
Conclusion: the pool must go... 

Faced with these facts, the purchaser
makes a new offer on the property to Mr. Sansoucy,
but this time at a price reduced by over $8,000, and
with the condition that the seller removes the pool
as well as the retaining wall.  By the end of this
unfortunate tale, Mr. Sansoucy had lost $8,000 on
the sale of his house and had to spend over $3,000
on the cost of removing the pool and retaining wall.
He was out of pocket over $11,000 for having
avoided paying a $20 permit... not a very good deal,
even from the banker's viewpoint...!  

All of this could have been avoided by
simply applying for a permit from the Municipality.
However, one good thing came of all this; it seems
that Mr. Sansoucy was able to make up part of his
loss... by selling his pool to Mr. Burns.

The obligation to obtain a permit (for a pool
or other work) is not disguised taxation to line the
Municipality's coffers. Rather, it is a mandatory
process, a preventive measure to give the
inspectors time to analyze your projects and ensure
that they comply with the municipal bylaws and any
other applicable laws. 

Help us help you by planning your projects
properly, in advance.  If your project is non
compliant, we will help you find a solution that will
satisfy the bylaws, as well as your expectations (as
much as possible). The municipal inspector is a
resource, there to help you, and the permit
application is a necessary working tool to make sure
everything goes well (all of which are made possible
by your tax dollars).  So, please, use them to your
own benefit!  
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Children's Fitness Tax Credit 
Starting with the 2007 tax year, the Government of

Canada allows a non-refundable tax credit based on eligible
fitness expenses paid by parents to register a child in a
prescribed program of physical activity. The following
information is for parents of children who are, at the
beginning of the year in which an eligible fitness expense is
paid, under the age of 16 or, if eligible for the disability tax
credit, under the age of 18. 

Information for parents

The children's fitness tax credit lets parents claim
up to $500 per year for eligible fitness expenses paid for
each child who is under 16 years of age at the beginning of
the year in which the expenses are paid. As with most other
non-refundable tax credits, the children's fitness tax credit is
calculated by multiplying the total expense by the lowest
marginal tax rate (the rate for 2007 is 15%).

Example:

On January 16, 2007, Mary registered her three
children, Julie (9 years old), Samantha (10 years old), and
Eric (17 years old) in a prescribed program of physical
activity and paid fees of $750 for each child. Eric is eligible
for the disability tax credit. To calculate the amount that Mary
can deduct from her taxes owing on her 2007 income tax
return, she uses the following formula:

Step 1:
$500 (maximum allowable expenses per child)
×  3 (number of children, two under age 16

and one under age 18 who is eligible for
the disability tax credit, enrolled in an
eligible program of physical activity)

$1,500 (total amount of eligible fitness expenses)

Step 2:
$1,500 (total amount of eligible fitness expenses)
× 15% (the lowest marginal tax rate for 2007)
$232.50 (total amount that can be used to reduce

the taxes owing on Mary's 2007 income
tax return)

Prescribed programs of physical activity

An eligible fitness expense must be for the cost of
registration or membership of an eligible child in a
prescribed program of physical activity. Generally, such a
program must:

- be ongoing (either a minimum of eight consecutive
weeks long or, for children's camps, five
consecutive days long); 

- be supervised;
- be suitable for children; and 
- include a significant amount of physical activity that

contributes to cardio-respiratory endurance, plus
one or more of: muscular strength, muscular
endurance, flexibility, or balance.

Since certain expenses paid by parents for the

registration or the membership of a child in a prescribed
program of physical activity are not eligible for the children's
fitness tax credit, organizations offering such prescribed
programs should determine the part of the registration or
membership fee that is eligible for the credit. For more
detailed information about the criteria for prescribed
programs of physical activity and the fees that qualify for the
credit, see the regulations.

Claiming the tax credit on your 2007 income tax
return

You can claim the children's fitness tax credit for
each child who was, at the beginning of the year in which the
registration or membership fee was paid, under 16 years of
age or under 18 years of age and eligible for the disability tax
credit (as long as another person has not already claimed
the same eligible fitness expenses and that the total amount
claimed is not more than the maximum that would be
allowed if only one of you were claiming the credit). Eligible
fitness expenses include amounts paid by you or your
spouse or common-law partner in the year, regardless of
when the activity takes place. Amounts paid before 2007 do
not qualify for the credit.

Example 
Mary registered:
- her daughter Julie in a prescribed program of

physical activity and paid fees of $750 on August
30, 2006. The program started on September 15,
2006, and ended on April 21, 2007. 

- their son Eric in a prescribed program of physical
activity and paid fees of $750 on December 20,
2006. The program started on January 6, 2007,
and ended on April 28, 2007; and

- their daughter Samantha in a prescribed program
of physical activity and paid fees of $750 on
January 2, 2007. The program started on January
6 and ended on April 28, 2007.

On her 2007 income tax return, Mary can only
claim the maximum amount of $500 for Samantha's program
because the fees for the other two children were paid in
2006.

Don't forget to ask for a receipt

You should receive, or ask for, a receipt from
organizations that provide prescribed programs of physical
activity for which you paid to have your child enrolled. The
organizations will determine the part of the fee that qualifies
for the children's fitness tax credit.

Keep the receipts issued by the organizations that
deliver the programs. Do not include the receipts when you
file your income tax return. However, keep the receipts in
case we ask for them to verify your claim. Keep receipts for
six years.

Source: Canada Revenue Agency (CRA)
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/whatsnew/fitness-e.html
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Les bandes riveraines : où sont-elles ?
by Isabelle Perreault, 
B.Sc., Environment Technician

Shoreline vegetation along our lakes and
streams is crucial to the protection of our water
quality. Yet it is becoming a rare thing. Waterfront
homes and cultivated fields are not where one
tends to find buffer strips. This is a problem, since
their disappearance is causing our water quality to
deteriorate, in addition to contravening municipal
bylaws.

Buffer strips have been gaining in
popularity since the quality of the water in our
lakes began to deteriorate substantially.
Watershed associations and various levels of
government are touting their virtues in the hope of
convincing waterfront residents to either replant or
conserve the existing vegetation.

And with good reason: buffer strips serve
many purposes in the preservation of water quality.
They provide shade, which lowers water
temperature, prevent the development of point-
source erosion, and capture phosphates and
nitrates, which feed the growth of cyanobacteria.
Shefford Township's shorelines bylaw reflects the
Protection Policy for Lakeshores, Riverbanks,
Littoral Zones and Floodplains enabled by the
Environment Quality Act. Under the municipal
bylaw, the lakeshore or riverbank is a strip of land
between 10 m and 15 m
deep, extending inland
from the high-water
mark. The riverbank on
the Yamaska North
branch even extends to
30 m in places.

Within this zone,
all structures,
undertakings and works
are prohibited, including
all cutting or harvesting
of trees, except for
sanitation cutting, all
excavation, all filling or
removal of fill, all
construction and all
septic installations.
However, certain works
or constructions are

permitted, such as the installation of fencing or a
private well.

All new constructions are subject to this
bylaw. For older constructions, the Municipality
hopes to  encourage homeowners to apply sound
ecological practices.

There are a number of species of grasses
and shrubs that enjoy wet feet, while protecting the
view so prized by property owners. Natural
shoreline stabilization technique consists in
planting species that are best suited to the type of
soil, potential conditions (extended flooding, ice,
salt), in addition to providing the most desirable
visual appeal. The Little-Tree Willow, the Swamp
Alder or Green Alder, Broadleaf Meadowsweet,
Red Osier Dogwood, and Sweet Gale are the
native species most commonly used, because of
their ease of propagation and adaptability to
different growing conditions.

However, plans for renaturalizing
lakeshores and riverbanks should be prepared by
an expert, and the project, like any projected
construction within a buffer strip, requires a
certificate of authorization issued by the
Municipality.
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Fire Prevention: Home Visits
by André Cadorette, Fire Chief

Last October, firefighters visited over 250
residences in our municipality. They were greeted
very warmly by all.  The purpose of these visits is
to check smoke detectors, your electrical entry,
portable extinguishers and so on.  Most of the
visit is spent answering your questions about fire
prevention.  This year's prevention visits will take
place in the fall.  

Some practical tips:

- A smoke detector is the best way to save
your life and that of your loved ones in the
event of a fire.  You should check it
regularly to make sure it is functioning
properly and replace the batteries
periodically.  The best time to do this is in
the spring and in the fall, when the clocks
are changed, or whenever your smoke
detector emits the audible low-battery
warning signal.  Please note that a smoke
detector has a service life of 10 years
from its manufacturing date.     

- An evacuation plan is a diagram of each
floor of your home, to facilitate
evacuation, thereby increasing the

chances of survival for occupants and
visitors.  Everyone should be familiar with
it and it should be practiced once a year.  

- Have your chimney cleaned by a
professional for every five cords of wood
you burn, if you use your wood-burning
heating system a lot.  Otherwise, have it
cleaned at least once a year, preferably in
the spring.

Do not try to eliminate creosote by
starting a chimney fire.  

Use good-quality, dry wood.   Green wood
increases the formation of creosote.

Split your wood before burning. The logs
will burn cleaner, forming less creosote.  

Allow enough air into the chimney for
flames to burn bright, to provide complete
combustion and cause less smoke.  Also, the
flames will not emit as many toxic substances.

For more information on the subject, visit
http://www.msp.gouv.qc.ca/incendie/index_en.asp

by Denis Labrecque, 
Shefford Township Fire Department 

Firefighters are useful to have around, not
just in difficult situations.  They also participate in
different activities, such as Halloween, as you
may have noticed. 

During this enjoyable fall event, which
took place this year on a mild and pleasant
evening, members of the Shefford Township
Fire Department handed out candy to our
children. The kids appreciated this gesture
and, at the same time, were able to get up
close to a fire truck.  This dispelled the fears of
some and fulfilled the dreams of others! 

The firefighters look forward to seeing
you on many other happy occasions in the
coming year!  

P.S.: Many thanks to the firefighters who
so generously donate their time. 

Firefighters' Halloween 
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by André Pontbriand, Councillor

With winter here, I have resumed my
writing of your municipality's history, based
on my readings of all of the minutes of the
municipal council meetings from 1855 to the
present, the lists of century-old houses, and
many books, my visits to many sites within
the municipality, and my meetings with
seniors who live or who have lived in the
municipality.  

Nevertheless, I would appreciate your
assistance in fleshing out this written account
of your municipality's history, including the
lives of the architects of the last century.  Do
you have photos of a former mayor,
councillor, secretary-treasurer, building or
road inspector, post office, road house,
general store, sawmill or flour mill, tannery,
schoolhouse, etc. that existed between the
1800s and the present? Or would you

possibly have any photos of the Saxby,
Jolley, Maher, Brill, Foster, Frost, Coupland,
or Wallace families, who lived here and
developed the territory?

If you are prepared to share your
photographic mementos for posterity, call the
Town Hall at 450 539-2258. A secretary will
take your name, address and telephone
number.  I will then contact you and, with your
permission, will come pick up your photos,
which I will then scan into my computer so
that I can insert them into the manuscript of
your municipality's history.  Then, I will
quickly return the loaned photographs to you.  

Thank you for your cooperation.

History
A Request for Assistance

by André Pontbriand, Councillor

A walk called "Marchons pour nos
nichons" took place on September 30, 2007 to
raise money for the Fondation du centre
hospitalier de Granby to eventually purchase a
mammography machine with a stereotactic
table. 

According to the
organizers, the event,
which drew a tremendous
number of participants,
raised $120,000.  

$1,600 was
raised by a group from
your municipality, made
up of the mayor,
employees and citizens.
The Shefford participants

were Annie Martin, Mayor Yves Gosselin,
Isabelle Perreault, Jocelyne Déry (citizen),
Julie Guilmain, Pascal Plante, Francine
Larose, Sharon Forand, Nicole Lavertu
(citizen) and Paulette Roy.

Another Example of Supporting the Organizations in Our Community
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by André Pontbriand, Councillor 

As the councillor responsible for Shefford
Township Fire Department, I am taking this
opportunity to draw your attention to the
incredible generosity of our volunteer firefighters
and of many members of our community. 

On the morning of Saturday December 4,
2007, the family of Stéphane Pollender and Annie
Jacques and their two children found themselves
homeless after their property burned. In a matter
of minutes, their entire house was razed by
flames and the stricken family was left without a
home, furniture, clothing and bedding.

After the fire, our volunteer firefighters

could have gone back to the fire hall, washed
down their trucks and equipment and returned to
their respective homes. Instead, they decided to
help this family by checking whether they, their
relatives or friends had any useful items that
could assist this family. 

When the daily La Voix de l'Est reported
the fire, numerous citizens called the fire hall to
offer furniture, clothing, bedding, toys and money,
which our firefighters collected and gave to the
family. 

I want to thank our firefighters for their
initiative and the citizens of our municipality for
their generosity, support and solidarity. 

An Outpouring of Generosity

40036953

RETOURNEZ TOUTE CORRESPONDANCE 
NE POUVANT ÊTRE LIVRÉE AU CANADA À LA :

Municipalité du Canton de Shefford
245, chemin Picard, Shefford (Québec) J2M1J2

Best Wishes from Your Municipal Council

Your Mayor and your councillors wish you a Happy New Year for 2008.  May this year bring you health,
happiness and prosperity.  May 2008 be a year of peace, joy and success for you and yours.  

Happy New Year!
Your Municipal Council

Important Phone  Numbers
Emergencies (ambulance, fire, police) 911
Fire Station 776-3316

Shefford Township Town Hall 
245, chemin Picard, Shefford (Québec) J2M 1J2

Phone: . . 539-2258
Fax: . . 539-4951

Information . . Ext. 0
Mayor’s Office . . Ext. 228
General Manager . . Ext. 224
Construction Permits . .      Ext. 234 or 225
Taxes , . Ext. 222
Roads and Public Works . . Ext. 227

E-mail: info@cantonshefford.qc.ca
Web Site: www.cantonshefford.qc.ca
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