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About you 

By Jean-Marc Desrochers, Mayor  

Although fewer than 
hoped for, many of 
you responded to the 
questionnaire we sent 
out along with the 
yearly tax statement. 
While the responses 
received, from ap-
proximately one  
residence in six, do not 
have the value of a 
census, they do  
contain survey-type 

information that we felt it was worthwhile to collate. 
To date, roughly 550 responses have been received, 
the latest coming in at a rate of one or two  
questionnaires a week. Therefore, the first 520  
responses have been chiefly taken into consideration 
to draw up a representative portrait of your current 
perceptions. Nevertheless, the remaining  
questionnaires are being looked at, and we will con-
tinue to do so as long as you continue to send them in. 

First, you will want to know who responded. Postal 
code data shows that residents in the 
“Centre” (mountain) and “Centre-South” (south of the 
mountain) sectors responded in greater numbers than 
the overall average (respectively 22.6% and 19.1%, vs. 
14.6% for all sectors), and fewer residents in the 
“East” (of Waterloo) responded (9.6%). Manifestly, as 
well, retirees are overrepresented and families are  
under-represented. As proof of this, besides the clear 
responses on status, the occupancy rate of residential 
buildings (according to the questionnaires) is 2.51% 
(1.94% for people age 18 and over and 0.57% for those 
under age 18), while the official population of Shefford 
(7122), for 2203 housing units, yields a rate of 3.23%. 
These subtle differences aside, the exercise is far from 
being without value. 

 

Here are a few of the main points of interest: 

 Based on the responses provided about settlement 
in Shefford (501 responses of 520), it is not  
surprising to observe that most of the population 
are recent arrivals (just 45.7% have lived in Shefford 
for ten years or more), and another 21.2% have lived 
here for between 5 and 10 years; 

 Although the questionnaire was sent to all property-
holders, residents or not, 85.6% of respondents 
state they are residents, while 10.0% are not 
(second residence); 

 An important question had to do with vacant lots 
(not built on though they can be). In particular, the 
question asked about intent. The main reason given 
(33.7%) is the protection of personal space, a  
fluctuating data, if any. Future construction is the 
second most frequent reason (25.7%), followed 
closely by a concern for conservation (19.8%).  
Financial investment is also mentioned (8.9%); 
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 Of the 500 questionnaires in which data is provided 
in relation to population retention, a slight variation 
is observed in the proportion of current residents 
(87.6% vs. 85.6% collated elsewhere). 77.6% say 
they expect to be living in Shefford for the next five 
years, 72.2% for the next ten years, and 69.0% for 
more than ten years. A number of reasons are given 
for future departure: close to half (33 of 68  
responses) stated age-related reasons, distantly  
followed by the level of taxes (6), without specifying 
whether this refers to current taxes or possible  
future taxes, and by fears about more extensive  
development on the mountain (4 responses); 

 The analysis of the 1207 responses received  
concerning the reasons for interest in Shefford 
(several responses were possible), nearly one  
respondent in four (24.5%) indicate the environ-
ment, with its natural companion, lifestyle (18.1%). 
These are followed by the quality/price ratio at 
13.1%, and “Close to work” and “Retired” at approxi-
mately 12% each. The level of property taxes (11.8%) 
and family history (7.6%) follow behind; 

 The category of perceived issues for the municipality 
revealed a problem with the understanding certain 
terms. Thus, the issue of “transportation networks” 
comes in last, while a number of questionnaires in 
which this item is among the last priorities at the 
same time contain elements of expectation or  
dissatisfaction with regard to the road network. It 
therefore seems that several respondents  
understood “transportation networks” to mean 
“mass transit” instead of the whole field of  
transportation, including the municipal road  
network. This reservation aside, preservation of the 
environment takes first place (388 mentions, of 
which 137 as the primary concern), followed by agro
-forestry conservation (345 mentions), often so 
closely associated with environmental protection 
that we suspect the concern is linked more to an 
environmental vision than to a vision of  
agro-forestry activity. Municipal taxation is also  
frequently mentioned (374 mentions), as is public 
safety (330), not surprisingly. In the latter case, the 
questionnaire does not identify whether this is a real 
concern or an associated concern (everyone knows 
that this is a major expenditure in the municipal 
budget); 

 With regard to the feeling of belonging and interest 
in municipal matters, the most frequent responses 
indicate a high feeling of belonging (40.1%) and an 
average interest (40.7%). Conversely, one respon-
dent in seven (14.6%) claims an ordinary feeling of 
belonging, and one respondent in four (24.3%), an 
ordinary interest in municipal matters; 

 For places of work and study, 27% of the  
respondents indicate they are retired! With respect 
to work/study locations, Granby accounts for 24.7%, 
Bromont 8.2%, Waterloo 8.5%, Montréal 6.6% and 
the South Shore 4.3%. 

 For place of origin, when declared, not surprisingly 
respondents name mainly Granby, (45 of 206),  
Montréal (30), Longueuil and region (32), South 
Shore (14), but also, anecdotally, Calgary, France, 
Nova Scotia, Ottawa, Toronto, Vancouver and the 
United States (1 response each); 

 

Respondents were also asked to write down their 
specific expectations, satisfactions and dissatisfactions. 
Obviously, dealing with written responses instead of 
check-marked responses is more complex, but it is also 
more instructive. Here are the highlights: 

 In general, citizens tell us to preserve the status quo, 
with some improvements where possible. For  
example, limiting development on the mountain and 
limiting population growth as much as possible, 
seem to achieve broad consensus; 

 Respondents indicate they expect better communi-
cation with citizens, which we will endeavour to  
accomplish via new solutions currently being  
explored; 

 With regard to taxation, almost as many respon-
dents (25) state they are satisfied with the taxes as 
are dissatisfied (33). The responses to this subject 
(100 in total) seem to indicate a strong preference 
for low taxes over an increase in services; 

 On the subject of regulations, here too there is a 
pronounced split between supporters of strong 
regulations and supporters of more permissive regu-
lations, or at least less weighty and less diligent 
ones; 

 

About You (cont’d) 
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 With regard to land use planning, many people  
express great satisfaction with the living environ-
ment and the preservation of the environment. They 
also make a strong appeal to control development, 
so as not to affect the cachet of the municipality, at 
the risk of conserving its rural nature (lack of 
services); 

 On the topic of recreation, several respondents  
express their wishes, for example regarding facilities 
(community centre, public market, skating rinks, 
pools, tennis, library, etc.). Respondents express  
satisfaction about agreements linking us to 
neighbouring cities; however, some people criticize 
the administrative red tape; 

 Certainly, and not surprisingly, many citizens  
indicate they expect paving or repair of the road  
network. At the same time, they make many more 
positive than negative comments about the work 
done by our Public Works department and its  
entrepreneurs; 

 Another municipal service receives praise: the work 
of fire fighters / first responders is highly valued; 

 The supra municipal services (SQ and RCM) are  
definitely less praised, the SQ for its limited  
presence and its cost, and the RCM for septic pump-
ing and garbage collection (admittedly a not very 
appealing field); 

 Finally, several respondents ask for the establish-
ment of a school, at least an elementary school, in 
the municipality, and for universal access to High 
Speed Internet, two issues to follow up on in the 
coming months. 

This survey has allowed us to confirm, for the most 
part, our perception of day-to-day life in Shefford. It is 
a major source of input for the exercise underway to 
develop a 2010-2020 vision for the municipality. Five 
working groups of committed citizens are currently 
preparing for deliberations. 

That’s right... calling all citizens. It has come to our attention, mostly while 
reading the answers on the questionnaires received and during various  
meetings, that Shefford is full of people with diverse skills and trainings. 

Physicians, geologists, agronomists, engineers, directors, lawyers,  
contractors, organizational clinicians, photographers, advertizing executives, 
artisans, environment specialists, teachers, artists and many more, you all 
chose to live in Shefford, whether you are still active at work or retired. 

The municipality would like to know you better in order to be able to call on 
you either on a volunteer basis for tips or advice (don’t worry, only on a  
volunteer basis and without abusing the privilege) or under contract if a more 
thorough analysis is required. 

So, whatever your skills (and don’t be humble, this is not meant as an elitist 
nor restrictive exercise!), please consider this a special invitation for you to get 
better known and to participate, according to your interest and/or availability, 
in the advancement of our community. 

At your convenience, please relay your telephone number by phone, email, 
mail or any other means to the municipal hall to my personal attention. 

About You (cont’d) 

Calling all citizens! 
By Jean-Marc Desrochers, Mayor  
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We are pleased to announce that we’re busy  
organizing a community event for our citizens that will 
take place on August 21, 2010 at the Municipal Hall 
Park (rest area): 

 Garage sale for our citizens 

 Spaces reserved for our local shopkeepers 
(artwork, market gardeners, painters, etc.) 

 Lots of activities for our Shefford residents. 

 

 

For more infor-
mation or if  you 
would like to share 
your ideas with us, 
please contact  
Sandra Huard.  

Main Street for one day 
By Sandra Huard, Councillor  

Before asking for your Granby recreation card, you must get a proof of residence certificate from the Shefford 
Township Municipality. The recreation card is required to register for activities with the Loisirs de Granby, the Paul-O.
-Trépanier Library, the Léonard Grondin Arena and the Miner Pool. Shefford residents can register for all activities, 
but the cost will be 50% higher than for Granby residents. This premium paid by our citizens is fully reimbursable by 
the municipality if you bring your invoices to the Shefford municipal hall. 

Please note that Granby residents always get registration priority. You can get your recreation card at the Paul-O.-
Trépanier Library or the Miner Pool.  

How to get your Granby recreation card 

 Proof of 

identity  

For minors (0-17 years old), the originals of two documents that establish parental relationship:  

 Birth certificate 
 Hospital card 
 Current school year report card  
 

Proof of 

residence  

Two documents showing the applicant's name and address:  
 

 Proof of residence issued by a City of Granby authorized party (home-care centre, safe 
house, senior citizens home, etc.) 

 Current municipal or school tax notice 
 Current income tax notice 
 Notarized purchase contract 
 Public utilities bill dated within the three previous months: telephone, electricity, gas, cable 

TV 
 Letter from the public curator 
 Driver’s license 
 Current insurance policy 
 Credit card statement issued within the three previous months 
 Statement of benefits paid under a government program (employment insurance, child sup-

port, Canada child tax benefit, CSST, pension plan, etc.).  

A lease, a personal cheque, a business card or a hospital card are not considered proofs of 
residence.  
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Every year, our Fire Department responds to a few 
calls following carbon monoxide (CO) detector alarms. 
What these calls have in common is the caller’s lack of 
knowledge about this gas. 

 

What is carbon monoxide? 

Carbon monoxide (CO) is a colourless and odourless 
gas. Because you can't see, taste or smell it, it can  
affect you or your family before you even know 
it's there. 

 

Where does carbon monoxide come from? 

The burning of wood, kerosene, coal and charcoal 
produces CO, as most fuel-burning equipment. Most 
fuel-burning equipment (natural gas, propane and oil), 
if properly installed and maintained, produces little CO. 
The by-products of combustion are usually safely 
vented to the outside. However, if anything disrupts 
the venting process (such as a bird's nest in the chim-
ney) or results in a shortage of oxygen to the burner, 
CO production can quickly rise to dangerous levels.  

In order to prevent CO poisoning in a home, have all 
fuel-burning appliances cleaned yearly. Chimneys 
should be swept and inspected yearly. Never start a 
vehicle or fuel-burning equipment inside a closed 
building.   Never use a propane, natural gas or charcoal 
barbecue grill inside the house or an attached garage. 

Even if you take all these precautions to eliminate 
all sources of CO, some risk remains. The alternative is 
to get a carbon monoxide detector. Installing at least 
one CO detector inside your home is a good safety 
measure. 

 

Where should you install a CO detector? 

In general, the best place to put the detector is 
where you will hear it while sleeping. CO is roughly the 
same weight as air and distributes evenly throughout a 
room. 

 

What do I do if I hear the CO detector alarm? 

Treat each alarm as serious and respond accord-
ingly. CO detectors are designed to sound an alarm 
before a healthy adult would feel any symptoms. So, if 
your CO detector is sounding an alarm, evacuate the 
house, including pets, do a head count and call 911. 

 

Source: Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation  

 Carbon monoxide 
By André Cadorette, Fire Chief 

Acknowledgement of two volunteers 
By André Pontbriand, Councillor 

The municipality’s council would like to take  
advantage of the newsletter publication to mention 
the departure of two estimated volunteers: Guy Huot 
and Marc Ostiguy. 

Guy Huot was the main author of the first urban 
planning bylaw of our municipality, presented to the 
council in 1988. He has been part of the urban planning 
advisory committee as member, president and  
secretary. He has been a faithful volunteer for more 
than 22 years. 

On his part, Marc Ostiguy has been part of this 
same committee as a councillor from 1992 to 1997, 
and as a volunteer citizen from 1997  to today. 

We lose two very competent and devoted persons 
that knew all the bylaws of our municipality.  
Gentlemen, we want to thank you for all the work you 
accomplished. 

       To succeed them, the council has chosen Claude 
Fournier and Denise Papineau, two citizens of the  
municipality. Welcome to the urban planning advisory 
committee of the Township of Shefford.  
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As we watch our various roads over the years, we 
notice that particularly during the thaw, between 
March and April, some areas of deterioration show up 
here and there caused by what is called frost boil. 
These episodes are caused by a lack of drainage or the 
poor quality of the materials used in our roads’ infra-
structures. We also notice that these defects keep  
reappearing in the same locations year after year. 

We use a process called chaining to make a list of 
these areas of deterioration. When spring comes, 
chaining allows to precisely locate the problem areas. 
Without this process, it would be hard to go ahead 
with the repairs once summer arrives. 

The proper method to correct road deterioration 
involves removing the poor quality materials and  
replacing them with draining materials that will also 
strengthen the road’s bearing capacity. Instead of the 
fine materials that, over time, reduce the draining 

properties of the road's sub-layers, we install a mem-
brane that allows water to seep through. 

This method can be very expensive. This is why we 
only use it in targeted areas and not on the entire road 
length. 

We want citizens to understand that we foresee 
paving some of these roads in upcoming years.  
Therefore, we believe it is imperative to repair the 
road foundations before paving them. Sound manage-
ment dictates that we proceed this way. 

Repair work should start in May or June for Allen, 
Mont-Shefford, Chenail, Wallace, Leclerc, Nord and 
Tournesol roads. A preliminary evaluation indicates 
that we will invest about $117,000. 

This work will not be done without some traffic  
disturbance. We invite road users to be prudent and 
tolerant.  

Foundation repairs on various roads 
By Claude Lallier, Councillor 

Cell phones and driving  

Since July 1st, 2008, a fine of between $80 and $100 
plus three demerit points can be given to anyone who, 
while driving a road vehicle, uses a hand-held device 
that includes a built-in phone function.  

The issue of the activation or non-activation of the 
phone function on some devices that also have a radio
-communication function, such as the Telus Mike, Bell 
Mobilité 10-4 or some radio amateur devices was 
brought to the attention of the Société de l’assurance 
automobile du Québec.  

We wish to remind you that any device that in-
cludes a built-in phone function that can be linked to a 
phone network is subject to the law. Whether the 
phone function is activated or not is not a determin-
ing factor. 

According to the law, it is not necessary for a police 
officer to prove that the person was using the device or 
that it was activated. Simply holding the device in your 
hand suffices. 

 

To be excluded from the prohibition set out in section 
439.1:  

 the device must not be held-hand, for example, it 
could be fastened to the driver's belt or the vehicle’s 
dash board; 
OR 

 the driver must have legally* parked his vehicle on 
the side of the road. 

 

* In accordance with section 384 of the Highway Safety Code, 
no person may stop a road vehicle on the roadway of a pub-
lic highway where the maximum speed allowed is 70 km/h 
or more, unless in a case of necessity or when authorized to 
do so by signs or signals. 

 

Please note that radio-communication devices, such 
as CB or walkie-talkies, which only require that the re-
ceiver or microphone be hand-held, are not subject to 
the prohibition. 

Source: press release from the Sûreté du Québec, Station of 
the Haute-Yamaska RCM  
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ABVLW, CAMS, CCE, CRÉ, FSÉTHY, Haute-Yamaska 
RCM, OBV Yamaska, etc. Welcome, dear Robert, into 
the wonderful municipal world! 

Since I’m a member of the CCE (Consultative  
Committee for the Environment), I’m happy to see that 
our Township wishes to maintain its cachet style while 
taking steps to protect our environment through  
simple acts that are available to everyone. The more 
sensitive we are to this cause, the easier it is to take 
action. Very recently, the Township registered in the 
Défi Climat program, which aims at reducing our GHGs 
(greenhouse gases). And each one of us, in our own 
home, tries to be comfortable while taking steps to 
reduce our GHGs. 

Those who participated in the Hydro-Québec survey 
and who consulted the results also probably took the 
necessary steps to correct some of their negative 
points, such as reducing the heating at night, installing 
timers on the outdoor and indoor lighting, reducing the 
temperature on the hot water tank, etc. 

Here’s a reminder of a few good “ecotips”  

Buy local products to reduce transportation  
emissions. Try to buy products with little packaging. 
Avoid buying plastic water bottles. 

 

What about water? 

Don’t let the water run while you’re brushing your 
teeth or washing your hands. If you need hot water, fill 
up a watering can while waiting for the water to heat 
up, and less water will end up in your septic tank. Do a 
little cardio and muscle workout; use a broom to clean 
your outdoor entrance instead of the hose. 

What about waste? 

Although the Township has a selective waste collec-
tion system, some recyclable objects still end up at the 
waste-disposal site. Try to be very vigilant—reduce 
waste to a minimum and increase recyclable materials 
to a maximum. 

 

 

What about fertilizers and pesticides versus 
compost? 

My dream is to see the day when all property own-
ers will make their own compost and use it to fertilize 
their grass, vegetable garden or flowers. Instead of cre-
ating methane at the waste-disposal site because we 
throw away our organic waste, we could create a rich, 
natural material by making our own compost. For 
those of you who would like to start composting, 
there’s a lot of information available on the subject. 
Imagine a child who’s playing on chemically treated 
grass and chewing on a toy that was lying on the 
ground. Some studies show that there is a direct link 
between certain diseases and the use of chemicals. 
And, sooner or later, all these chemicals end up in our 
waterways. When you live in the country, there is no 
need for your grass to look like a golf green. Some 
compost or on occasion agricultural lime to balance 
the earth’s pH and that should do it! By the way, the 
new owners of the Waterloo golf club, Mr. Joslin 
Coderre and Mrs. Isabelle Lisé, are trying to get a green 
certification and are working with an agronomist and 
the ministère du Développement durable, de l'Environ-
nement et des Parcs (MDDEP), which, among other 
things, supplies them with shrubs to revegetate the 
shores of the water streams that cross their golf 
course. A great initiative! These gestures will reduce 
the phosphorus carried into Waterloo Lake. 

Last, think about planting a tree or a shrub for each 
person who lives in your home. Did you know that na-
tives plant a tree every time a child is born? That 
means we would plant 7,122 trees or shrubs in 2010. 
That would be marvellous, right? 

That’s all for now, I have to go plant a few trees. I 
wish you all a very green summer! 

What about the environment?  
By Robert Ledoux, Councillor   



 

8 

Summer’s almost here, ideas are budding and a 
thousand and one projects are on your agenda. Spring 
and summer are both pivotal and busy periods for the 
Town Planning and Environment Department. 

Spread the word: the earlier, the better! As much 
as possible, plan ahead for your projects and make 
sure your permit request forms are duly filled out. 

Here are a few important tips:  

 Call the Town Planning and Environment Depart-
ment if you have any questions concerning your per-
mit requests. In some cases, additional data may be 
required. 

 Visit our Website at www.cantonshefford.qc.ca 
where you will find all kinds of very useful  
information. 

 Please note that complete files and the duly filled 
out permit requests get priority. 

 Forms for permit requests, minor exemptions, bylaw 
amendments and comments/complaints are all 
available (in French only) on our Website under the 
tab Forms (http://www.cantonshefford.qc.ca/page.php?

page=Formulaires_en&langue=en) 

REMINDERS 

Permit requests must be made on the forms pro-
vided by the Municipality. The permit is payable only 
when it is delivered. 

The cost and duration of the permit as well as the 
processing time in which the inspector has to either 
issue or refuse the permit are listed in the chart below. 
The countdown starts from the day the inspector re-
ceives all the documentation required in the present 
regulation. 

The rate for a permit renewal is half the original 
permit rate. 

The expiration deadline for a renewed permit is also 
reduced by half. 

For more information (in French only), please visit 
our Website under the tab Règlements/
Permis et certificats/Chapitre 5/Section 1 (http://

w w w . c a n t o n s h e f f o r d . q c . c a / d o c u m e n t / r e g l e m e n t s /

permis_certificats/05_01_auto_diverses.pdf) 

Please note that a permit is required for: 

 New construction, extension, modification, renova-
tion, repair, demolition, relocation (main building 
and accessory buildings) 

 Installation of a swimming pool (above ground, in 
ground or inflatable) or a spa 

 Septic system (septic tank and leach field unit) 

 Well 

 Tree cutting 

 Burning1  

 Culvert and canalization 

 Artificial lake or pond 

 Work in sensitive areas (water courses, flood-prone 
areas, banks, littorals and wetlands) 

 Dock 

 Fence and retaining wall 

 Signs 

 Garage sale 

 Permit renewal 

 

What is an accessory building? 

Accessory buildings permitted on land for which pri-
mary use is residential:  

 Private garage 

 Carport 

 Firewood shed 

 Private greenhouse 

 Garden shed 

 Gazebo 

 Tool shed 

 Stable 

 Private sugar shack 

 

 

 

 

Are you ready for summer? 
Short guide from the town planning and environment department 

By Annie Martin, Secretary, Town Planning   

1. Contact the receptionist (dial 0) to get the reference number 
required for the burning permit that you may keep and renew 
upon request .  
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General information required:  
Accessory building permit 

 A construction permit request form 

 A sketch of the building including dimensions 

 Layout plan (location of building vs. land boundaries, 
house, other buildings, etc.) You may use a copy of 
your survey certificate to show the location of the 
future building 

 

 Minimum setback required: 2 m (6.5 feet) from the 
side and back boundaries and 3 m (10 feet) from the 
main building. 

 

Note: For garages, some important specifications 
should be considered. For more information (in French 
only), please visit our Website under the tab  
Règlement/Chapitre 7/Section 2 
( h t t p : / / w w w . c a n t o n s h e f f o r d . q c . c a / d o c u m e n t /

reglements/07_02_batiments_accessoires.pdf) 

Are your ready for summer? (cont’d) 

Permit required Processing time Rate Expiration 

Change of the building’s use or affectation (including the 
installation of a pool and building a public or private road, an 
access to land, a private culvert on a public road or a ditch or 
the addition of an accessory commercial or small-scale 
industrial use) 

30 days $25 3 months 

Building relocation 30 days $20 N/A 

Building repair or renovation 30 days 
$20 + $1 for every $1,000 of the 

cost of work 
6 months 

Building demolition 30 days 
$20 – main building 

$10 – accessory building 
2 months 

Work done on the banks or littoral (including fill and digging) 
and work required to build an artificial lake or pond 

30 days $20 3 months 

Construction, installation, modification and maintenance of a 
sign, excluding: an unlit professional sign measuring less than 
0.2 m

2
, a sign advertising the name and business address of the 

contractor, a sign advertising the sale or rental of land, a 
building or premises in a building, a private road sign or a 
temporarily authorized sign 

30 days $20 3 months 

Construction, repair or modification of a septic installation 30 days $20 3 months 

Groundwater catchment work 30 days $20 6 months 

Mobile trade activities, Christmas tree and flower sales, and 
spot sales (excluding garage sales) 

30 days $50 45 months 

Garage sale 
Verbal 

authorization only 
Free 

Duration 
of the 
garage 

sale 

Business permit 30 days $10 12 months 

Other activities 30 days $25 6 months 

** The permit is valid for a period of two (2) consecutive days, two (2) times per calendar year. In case of rain during the first day, the permit 
can be renewed without charge for an additional day. The garage sale must be held within seven (7) days of the dates stated on the permit. 
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Basic information required: Pool (above ground, in 
ground, inflatable) or spa permit   

 A permit request form 

 A sketch of the pool including dimensions 

 Confirm the safety system used 

 Location and dimensions of sidewalk (in ground 
pool) 

 Layout plan (location of pool vs. land boundaries, 
house, other buildings, etc) You may use a copy of 
your survey certificate to show the location of the 
future pool 

 Minimum setback required 2 m (6.5 feet) from the 
side and back boundaries and 3 m (10 feet) from the 
main building. 

 

For more information (in French only), please visit our 
Website under the tab Règlements/Règlement de 
zonage/Chapitre 15/Section 1 
( h t t p : / / w w w . c a n t o n s h e f f o r d . q c . c a / d o c u m e n t /

reglements/15_01_piscines_spas.pdf) 

 

General information required: Main dwelling building 
permit (new construction) 

 A construction permit request form 

 The notarial deed, layout plan, construction blue-
prints (final version including wall section, founda-
tion, type of siding, roof pitch, etc.), percolation test, 
name of the well digger (RBQ number) 

 Colour samples of the building’s siding and roof 

 Please note that if you are part of a housing project, 
you must give us a copy of the promoter-approved 
construction blueprints. 

 Also, the septic system installation must be verified 
by the engineer or technician who performed the 
percolation test (new Shefford Township Municipal-
ity bylaw – March 5, 2008) 

 For a new single family dwelling, the minimum area 
of occupancy on the ground is 807 ft2 (75 m2), front-
age and depth must be at least 26 feet (8 m), and 
this excludes the garage and other inhabitable com-
ponents. 

 

 

To find the allowed setback (layout standards and 
dimensions), please refer to the chart (in French only) 
on our Website under the tab Règlements/Règlement 
de zonage/Chapitre 5 / Section 3 
( h t t p : / / w w w . c a n t o n s h e f f o r d . q c . c a / d o c u m e n t /

reglements/05_03_normes_implatations.pdf) 

 

Also note that inspectors have a 30-day processing 
time to issue the requested permit, starting the day 
they receive your completed construction permit re-
quest. 

 

** A list of specialists able to perform percolation test-
ing is available from the Municipality.** 

 

Also, for information regarding the installation of a cul-
vert, please contact Mr. Roland Fortin, ext 227, and for 
information regarding a planned watercourse or a wet-
land on your land, please contact Mrs. Julie Guilmain, 
ext. 234. 

 

General information required: Fence, hedge and  
retaining wall permit  

 A permit request form 

 Layout plan (location vs. land boundaries, house, 
other buildings, etc) You may use a copy of your sur-
vey certificate to show where it will be located 

 

For more information (in French only), please visit our 
Website under the tab Règlements/Règlement de 
zonage/Chapitre 15/Section 1 
( h t t p : / / w w w . c a n t o n s h e f f o r d . q c . c a / d o c u m e n t /

reglements/10_01_cloture_haire_mur.pdf) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you ready for summer? (cont’d) 
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General information required:  
Sign and posting permit 

 A permit request form 

 Visual of the sign (graphic signature), dimensions 
and location 

 

For more information (in French only), please visit our 
Website under the tab Règlements/Règlement de 
zonage/Chapitre 11/Sections 1 and 2 
( h t t p : / / w w w . c a n t o n s h e f f o r d . q c . c a / d o c u m e n t /

reglements/11_02_enseignes_autorisees.pdf) 

 

General information required: Tree cutting permit 

 A permit request form 

 

For more information (in French only), please visit our 
Website under the tab Règlements/Règlement de 
zonage/Chapitre 13 
( h t t p : / / w w w . c a n t o n s h e f f o r d . q c . c a / d o c u m e n t /

reglements/13_01_abattage_plantation.pdf) 

 

AMENDMENTS 

Amendments have be made to the following elements 
of the Zoning Bylaw:  

 

 Garage sale (amendment) 

Please note that you only need a verbal authoriza-
tion for this free permit. The permit is valid for a period 
of two (2) consecutive days, two (2) times per calendar 
year. In case of rain during the first day, the permit can 
be renewed without charge for an additional day. The 
garage sale must be held within seven (7) days of the 
dates stated on the permit.  

 

 

 Intergenerational housing (new bylaw section) 

In accordance with section151, Regulation  
no 2009-458  

  

“Within the entire territory, it is possible to add to a 

single family dwelling an additional housing unit to be 
occupied by a person who shares a parental or mar-
riage relationship with the owner. The spouse of the 
tenant and the people under his or her care may oc-
cupy the additional housing unit with him or her.”  

 

For more information (in French only), please visit our 
Website under the tab Règlements/Règlement de 
zonage/Chapitre 15/Section 9 
( h t t p : / / w w w . c a n t o n s h e f f o r d . q c . c a / d o c u m e n t /

reglements/15_09_logements_complementaires.pdf) 

 

 Documents to forward to the Municipality 

1. Did you remember to send a copy of your survey 
certificate to the Town Planning and Environment 
Department following the construction of your new 
house?  This document is required following a con-
struction (Regulation respecting permits and certifi-
cates no 2005-422, section 43). 

 

2. Have you installed a Biofiltre, Écoflo or Bionest sys-
tem on your land to replace your previous defective 
septic installation? Don’t forget to send a copy of 
your system's maintenance contract (Regulation Re-
specting Wastewater Disposal Systems for Isolated 
Dwellings [Q-2, r.8], section 3.3)  

 

3. Have you drilled a new well on your land? A copy of 
the drilling report prepared by the well digger is re-
quired (Groundwater Catchment Regulation [Q-2, r. 
1.3], section20). 

 

Thank you for cooperation and have a great summer! 

 

 

Are you ready for summer? (cont’d) 



 

Your municipal services 

Emergencies (ambulance, fire, police):  ........................................... 911 

Fire station:  ........................................................................... 776-3316 

Town Hall:  ............................................................... 539-2258 

Reception & information:  ...................................................................  0 

Jean-Marc Desrochers, Mayor:  ....................................................... 228 

Administration 

Sylvie Gougeon, general manager:  .................................................. 224 

Sharon Forand, taxation & payroll:  ................................................. 222 

Francine Larose, secretary:  ............................................................. 235 

Jackie Lavigne, secretary:  ................................................................ 221 

Urban planning and environment 

Julie Guilmain, director and inspector: ............................................ 234 

Yves Marchesseault, assistant inspector:  ........................................ 225 

Isabelle Perreault, environmental technician: ................................. 229 

Annie Martin, secretary: .................................................................. 223 

Public works 

Rolland Fortin, director:  .................................................................. 227 

Email:  ........................................................ info@cantonshefford.qc.ca 

Web Site:  ................................................... www.cantonshefford.qc.ca 
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Your newsletter is produced by the Municipality of 
Shefford Township 

Coordination :   André Pontbriand, Councillor 

Collaboration : 

André Cadorette, Jean-Marc Desrochers, Sandra Huard, 
Claude Lallier, Robert Ledoux, Annie Martin,  
André Pontbriand. 
 

Photos :   André Pontbriand, 
    Chantal Bossé 

Realization and revision : Chantal Bossé, CHABOS Inc. 
    Canton de Shefford 
    www.chabos.ca 

 450 777-2363 

RETURN ALL CORRESPONDANCE THAT CAN NOT 

BE DELIVERED IN CANADA TO : 

Municipalités du Canton de Shefford 

245, chemin Picard, Shefford (Québec) J2M 1J2 

 

Donations and subsidies for organizations 
By André Pontbriand, Councillor   

On April 8 2010, in the town hall board room, 

Mayor Jean-Marc Desrochers   was the host of a few 

representatives of local organizations working with our 

citizens. The goal of this meeting was to give them do-

nations and subsidies that will help them accomplish 

their respective activities. 

Organizations that received this help are: the  

committee of Les Amis du Bassin Versant du lac de Wa-

terloo (ABVLW), $5,000 ; the Waterloo library,  

$5,000 ; the Centre d’Action Bénévole de Waterloo 

(CABW), $6,064 ; the Maison de la Culture, $1,000 ;  

Notre-Dame school , $1,000 ; the Société d’Horticul-

ture Tournesol, $300.  

From left to right, first row: Sylvie Gougeon - General Manager,  Carole  
Forand - Maison de la culture, Josée Archambault - CABW, Jean-Marc Des-
rochers - Mayor of the Township of Shefford. Second row: Catherine 
Demers - ABVLW, Marcelle Normandin - Société d’horticulture Tournesol, 
France Beaudry - Notre-Dame school, Huguette Ouellette - Waterloo library 
and Ginette William - CABW.  

Environmental printing by CHABOS inc. Paper made of post consumption recycled fibres 

30 % 


