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Have a good fall season!  

By Yves Gosselin, Mayor  

Summer is almost over and, although Mother Na-
ture was not very kind to us, I hope you were able to 
enjoy it.  

First, we are done refurbishing the four playgrounds 
started at the end of 2006 (D'Amours and Robert 
Streets, at the Estriade and the roadside rest area). I 
would like to thank all the sponsors who accepted to 
financially support this project for a total of $23,000. 
They are the National Bank, the Caisse populaire  
Desjardins de Waterloo, Promutuel Valmont of Water-
loo, the Entreprises Bertrand Ostiguy Inc., Ostiguy  
Excavation Inc., Déneigement et transport Bachand, 
Excavation J. T., and last but not least, the Rural Pact, 
which gave us a subsidy of $30,000. All that is left to do 
is for you to bring your children to these various play-
grounds and enjoy them fully. In this year’s budget, we 

have allocated for this type of work the addition of  
tables on concrete slabs for the comfort of the parents 
while they supervise their children. We also refur-
bished the washrooms at the roadside rest area. By the 
way, at the Val-Maher Park, there were about forty 
planned soccer games, plus some softball games. I do 
hope the weather did not disturb their plans too much.  

The surveyors’ delimitation work at the Eco Park 
and the installation of new signboards on the different 
walking paths is also finished. A trail map is now  
available for the entire Eco Park. Just ask for it at the 
Municipal Hall.  

There will be a municipal election this fall. Nomina-
tions will take place between September 18 and  
October 2, and the election will be held on  
November 1. If you are interested in entering the race, 
please contact our General Manager Sylvie Gougeon to 
receive all pertinent information.   

“The difference between a political man and a 
statesman: the first one thinks of the next election, the 
second of the next generation.” (James Freeman Clarke 
– 1810-1888). The most important quality for any 
elected member is to first want to work for the  
community. Also, this person must be available to  
attend various meetings which are held during the day, 
at night and sometimes on weekends. But foremost, 
this person must want to contribute towards the  
well-being of citizens.  
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Moving along, I wish to remind you that as of  
January 1, 2010, garbage collection will be assumed by 
the Haute-Yamaska RCM. There will be changes on the 
collection calendar since they will only take place every 
two weeks, except in the summer. When the time 
comes, you will receive all the information directly 
from the RCM.  

 

If you have received your Hydro-Québec Energy 
Wise questionnaire, don’t forget to fill it out. If you 
misplaced it, go on the Hydro-Québec website to fill it 
out. Each returned questionnaire will bring us $30 
(paper copy) or $35 (online). This money will be used 
to renovate the facilities at Val-Maher Park. The  
deadline is October 15, 2009. . 

Have a good fall season!  (cont’d) 

VIP Volunteer 2008 - Correction  
By André Pontbriand, Councillor 

At the request of our 2008 VIP Volunteer, we are 
presenting this text written by him, which he feels is 
more accurate.  

Mr. Blanchard was born in Waterloo in 1936. Over 
the years, he’s always kept a residence in his home 
town and later in Shefford. In the 1980s, he became 
the owner of a secondary residence on the Waterloo 
Lake waterfront, which had belonged to his father-in-
law. It was in 1998 that he decided to become a full-
time resident of Shefford and to build his new house. 
His special attachment to the municipality of Shefford 
goes back to his great-great-grandfather, a settler on 

Shefford Mountain in 1849. Both his grandfather and 
father successively owned a farm on Lamoureux Road.  

After retiring from the Canadian Armed Forces in 
1979, he worked in the private aviation sector until 
2001. Our 2008 VIP Volunteer is a member of the Asso-
ciation des retraités fédéraux section Haute-Yamaska, 
the Centre de soutien au réseau familial and the Amis 
de la Tourbière de St-Joachim. He is also a member of 
the Canadian Legion and the AQDR and takes part in 
the Knights of Columbus’ Christmas basket activity.  

2009 Report from the Shefford Public Works Department   
By Doris Chagnon, Councillor 

As you probably are aware, our municipality did not 
build or pave new streets this year. The main reason 
behind this is that the entire budget was allocated to 
the work planned for joining two stretches of Saxby 
Road at the Route 112 intersection.  

However, during the year, we ended up with a 
budgetary surplus exceeding our forecast, so we will be 
able to repair some damaged streets.  Following the 
recommendations of our Municipal Inspector, we will 
do structural repairs and paving on Colette and 
Monique Streets and in the Supérieur housing  
development.  

We have also analyzed the Lequin Road situation, 
where part of the paved section has seriously  
deteriorated in recent years. Because of the inade-
quate infrastructures and to facilitate the maintenance 
of this little used road, work will be done to replace the 
defective asphalt with crushed stone, which should 
make Lequin Road more suitable for the few users who 
take it. The work will be done this fall.  



 

3 

Last June’s Neighbours Day was again a great  
opportunity for many neighbours in various sectors of 
our municipality to form closer ties. This initiative,  
undertaken by a few of our citizens, has allowed a 
dozen people on Jestel Street, 10 from a sector on 
Route 241, 20 on the Chenail and de la Vallée Streets 
and 22 on Mont-Shefford Road to befriend their 
neighbours. Thank you to all the organizers for the  
pictures they sent us.   

Neighbours Day is a wonderful occasion to get to 
know our neighbours better. This day is usually  
organized every year in June, throughout Québec. 

Neighbours get together to celebrate the pleasures of 
being neighbourly. The Réseau québécois de Villes et 
Villages en santé is the organization behind this event 
(www.fetedesvoisins.qc.ca).  

It’s easy to organize a Neighbours Day in your 
neighbourhood; you simply have to want to! The  
organization is minimal and depends solely on you. You 
and your neighbours are the forces behind its success. 
Will you be there on June 5, 2010?  

Neighbours Day – June 2009    

By André Pontbriand, Councillor  

Jestel Street Route 241 

Chenail and de la Vallée Streets Mont-Shefford Road 



 

4 

André Pontbriand, who has been a Shefford  
councillor for almost ten years, happens to also be very 
interested in the region’s history. Indeed, in the past 
four years, he has made many visits to museums,  
archives, libraries, citizens and the different historical 
attractions of our beautiful region looking for informa-
tion on Shefford’s first settlers, on how they lived, their 
families and their descendants.  

At first, his research was a way to satisfy his own 
curiosity, but soon he wanted to share with others 
what he discovered about the people who shaped our 
area since the creation of the first Township in 1792. 
So, it is with much pride and with a sense of achieve-
ment that he is officially launching his historical essay 
in September 2009: Du Township of Shefford au Canton 
de Shefford (1792-2009).  

In his essay, Mr. Pontbriand paints a picture of the 
first settlers and municipal life and talks about the  
evolution of the road network and its toponymy.  
Naturally, the history of a region cannot be complete 
without a mention of its various natural attractions, 
such as its watercourses and green spaces, or of its 
historical heritage, such as its cemeteries, country 
schools and centennial homes. In short, enough  
information to arouse everyone’s curiosity!  

If you would like to learn more about your region, 
you can purchase André Pontbriand’s book at the  
Municipal Hall. What a wonderful way to delve into our 
past and learn more about the beautiful Shefford 
Township region.  

A Shefford Councillor and a History Buff   
By Chantal Bossé  

Don't miss the next Environmental seminars offered 
by the municipality: Tous les trucs pour réussir sa plan-
tation d’arbres et arbustes (Everything you need to 
know about planting trees and bushes) with Biocime, 
September 28 at 7 PM. Some trees and bushes will be 
given away to participants.  

Also: 

On October 13 at 7 PM : viewing of the video Les 
algues bleues, un documentaire (Cyanobacteria, a 
documentary film) by Arnaud Bouquet. Marcel Si-
mard, one of the producers, will be present. 

On October 19 at 7 PM: Protéger nos cours d’eau en 
prévenant l’érosion (Protecting our watercourses 
from erosion) with Aquaberge. 

Hélène Beaumont of Vers un avenir vert during the seminar on 
composting and vermicomposting. Cécile Germain of Granby was 
the lucky winner of a vermicomposting tub given by the  
municipality.   

Environmental Seminars in the Council Chamber   
By Isabelle Perreault, Environmental technician  
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What does “Living in harmony with nature” mean?  
Why do I live here?  

Because nature brings me comfort. I like the shade 
given by the trees, the warbling of birds, the deer, the 
wild plants and the darkness of a quiet night. 

After giving it a lot of thought, I left the noisy city to 
come to this special place.  

What I left behind is: 

Grass that must be mowed regularly because 
it’s the rule when you live in the city. 

Blinding street lights and lit up properties. 

The sound of various types of engines. 

Many years later, because I believe in respecting 
nature and my fellow citizens, I am concerned when I 
realize that this beautiful environment is being 
changed by:  

Cutting trees in exchange of a better view… 
like cutting a 50 year old tree in 10 minutes! 

Eradicating undergrowth plants to spend 
more time cutting grass, without thinking 
about the noise and gas pollution; some even 

cut the grass up to their property limits and 
beyond… . 

Brightly lit houses and properties; some even 
light up their street without thinking of the 
glare caused by the contrast with the night. 
Do I need light when I sleep? 

The various noises, such as music or noisy en-
gines. Tranquility is no longer with us . 

Let’s try to find some balance between living with 
nature and reproducing an urban pattern. Let’s make 
an effort to live in symbiosis with nature instead of  
trying to dominate it. Let's think of our children and 
their children.  

Let’s become the greenest municipality in the East-
ern Townships. Together, let’s act responsibly in our 
beautiful environment, without waiting for rules and 
bylaws.  

A citizen concerned with the environment and the quality of life  

N.B. Consult the Citizen’s Guide on the municipality’s website to 
find a balance between personal freedom and the well-being of the 
community.  

Thoughts on the Shefford slogan “Living in harmony with nature”   

By André Laperrière, Citizen  

After improving the surfaces of the walking paths at 
the Jean-Paul-Forand Eco Park, the municipality  
installed geotextile cloths on the watercourses  
exposed to erosion. This measure allows reducing the 
input of sediments in the Deschamps Brook and pre-
serves the quality of the water environment. We thank 
André Sareault, Chairman of Les Amis du Parc 
écologique Jean-Paul-Forand for his help with this 
work. 

The municipality is also working on new panels  
describing the invaluable natural resources found in 
our park. They will be installed this fall. 

Watercourse protection and education at the Jean-Paul-Forand Eco Park  

By Isabelle Perreault, Environmental technician  
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Since last spring, your municipality has enabled the 
planting of more than 3,000 shoreline plants, shrubs 
and trees. Les Amis du bassin versant du lac Waterloo 
helped plant 1,895 shoreline plants and trees on the 
Shefford territory last May and 500 shrubs at the  
beginning of September. 

The municipality gave 200 shrubs to some of its  
waterside residents, planted 70 trees and shrubs at the 
Jean-Paul-Forand Eco Park and distributed 300 trees 
given by the COGEBY (Conseil de gestion du bassin  
versant de la rivière Yamaska).  

There will be new distributions of trees and shrubs 
next summer, check your municipal newsletter for 
more information.  

Shefford is reforesting  
By Isabelle Perreault, Environmental technician  

Reforestation activity at the Jean-Paul-Forand Eco Park   

The Jean-Paul-Forand Eco Park is a wonderful place to 
have a picnic. However, this enjoyable activity often 
leaves you with empty containers to get rid of. From 
now on, you are invited to recycle plastic, glass and 
metal containers in the blue recycling bin located in 
the parking lot at the main entrance on Picard Road. 

 

We also ask that you collect your garbage and dispose 
of it in the garbage bins installed at both park  
entrances. By asking you to bring your garbage to the 
bins, we can avoid having all-terrain vehicles circulating 
on the walking paths, creating unpleasant odours in 
the picnic areas and attracting hungry wild animals. 

Thank you for your cooperation.  

Recycling at the Eco Park  
By Isabelle Perreault, Environmental technician  

The recycling bin at the Eco Park is situated at the park’s main 
entrance on Picard Road.  

Comfort station in the Eco Park. 
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During the summer, many efforts were made by the 
municipal staff to enhance our beautiful environment. 
As mentioned in the annual budget last December, we 
continued the improvements at the Jean-Paul-Forand 
Eco Park. At the beginning of August, we finished  
installing the new signboards at the Eco Park. Each 
walking path is now clearly identified, making hiking 
easier for our visitors. Also, all Eco Park visitors can 
now get a detailed trail map at the Municipal Hall.  This 
map also contains information on the physical charac-
teristics of the Park and a description of the possible 
uses of the flora components found in this extremely 
beautiful green space. In coming months, in collabora-
tion with the Amis du Parc écologique Jean-Paul-
Forand and some specialists from the fields of botany 
and forestry, we will install interpretation panels of the 
surrounding flora.  

To better inform the citizens of Shefford, the  
herbalist Anny Schneider held a three-hour training 
seminar in July on medicinal and other plants. About 
twenty citizens took and appreciated the class. Given 
this success, it is our intention to repeat the experience 
very soon. Thanks Anny!  

In September and October, three other seminars for 
the citizens of Shefford will be offered. The first one, 
held in mid-August, was on various vermicomposting 
methods and a second one, held on September 28, will 
be on tree and shrub planting in riparian and dry  
environments. Also, we plan to organize a seminar on 
controlling erosion. As you can see, many efforts are 
and will be expended to improve our knowledge on 
various aspects of the environment. We think that the 
more we know on the topic, the better we will be at 
correcting errors, if need be.  

To ensure a rigorous approach with the various  
environmental problems, the municipal council set up 
an Environmental Advisory Committee (EAC).  As  
mentioned earlier this year in our municipal  
newsletter, the EAC is there to help the municipality 
manage various environmental issues. More precisely, 
the EAC will table for approval an environmental policy 
for sustainable development (spring 2010). Since its  
creation, the EAC has established links with all the  
organizations in the area that work in the environment 
field and has organized many training sessions for our  
citizens. The EAC is comprised of Shefford citizens,  
municipal employees and one municipal councillor. 
Presently, the EAC is chaired by Xavier Guillaud, who is 
assisted by Julie Ménard and Jean Roy. The  
municipality is represented by Isabelle Perrault,  
Julie Guilmain and Carl Simard.  

In July, two sub-committees of experts were put 
together. The first, which is comprised of volunteers 
Chantale Larochelle, Denise Papineau, Denis Greff and 
Anny Schneider, will be in charge of evaluating  
problems in conservation areas. The second, which is 
comprised of Jean Gilbert, Éric Martin and Gérard 
Lavoie, will focus on environmental issues.  

As you can see, things are moving in Shefford. There 
are numerous projects and our citizens participate in 
large numbers. In closing, I invite all of you to send 
your suggestions concerning the environment to our 
Environmental Technician, Isabelle Perreault.  

What’s New in Environment?  
By Daniel Leclair, Councillor  
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The committee of the Jean-Paul-Forand Eco Park 
and the municipality of Shefford request your presence 
and participation in a day of cleanup duty at the Eco 
Park. This activity, organized by the committee, will 
take place on October 17, 2009. 

On the program: 

spreading of wood shavings  

installation of paving stones in wet areas  

cleanup along the paths  

Bring the entire family, a picnic and some shovels. 
Please bring your wheelbarrow. 

The park committee thanks you for your eco-
participation and hopes to see you in large numbers in 
the morning or the afternoon. Committee members 
will be present to supervise the activities. 

Mark your agenda 
By Isabelle Perreault, Environmental technician  

Whether it is at the federal or at the provincial 
level, there are many government financial help or 
support programs for the general population. It is  
important for you to be able to benefit from them, but 
they are not always easy to understand. Although each 
program is designed to meet the needs of certain  
individuals, we must also take into consideration the 
needs of the population in the area where we live.  

So, it is with this in mind that we will review various 
topics in this column to help you better understand the 
programs themselves and how to use them. Today, we 
will look briefly at legal aid and its eligibility criteria.   

 

Legal Aid’s Annual Income Schedule*  

To receive free legal advice, your gross annual  
income must not be above the amounts shown in the 
“Free” column. However, if your annual income is be-
tween the amounts in the “With contribution” column, 
you can still get legal advice, but you will have to pay a 
contribution that will vary between $100 and $800 for 
the period from January 1 to December 31, 2009.  

If you would like to see some topics explained in 
this column or if you have any helpful ideas, please 
contact me by email at: dontetro@videotron.ca or 
leave a message at the Municipal Hall at 450 539-2258 
and I will get back to you as soon as possible.  

To be better informed 
By Donald Tétreault, Councillor  

  Free With contribution 

You are single  $12,149  from $12,150 to $17,313  

Single with one child  $15,212  from $15,213 to $21,677  

Single with two or more $16,591  from $16,592 to $23,641  

With a spouse  $16,941  from $16,942 to $24,141  

With a spouse and one child  $19,170  from $19,171 to $27,318  

With a spouse and two or $20,548  from $20,549 to $29,283  

*In some remote regions, the amounts in the above schedule are increased by 20%.   
Source: Commission des services juridiques du Québec  ( www.csj.qc.ca) 
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Sometimes when answering emergency calls,  
emergency workers drive by the house two or three 
times before they find it because the civic number  
cannot be seen from the road or is simply nonexistent.  

Because of their long driveways, many houses in 
our township cannot be seen from the road. The time 
when each house had a mailbox at the end of the 
driveway is a thing of the past, so without mailboxes, 
no more addresses.  

This phenomenon complicates the work of  
policemen, firefighters, paramedics and first  
responders when they answer emergency calls.  
Nothing is more frustrating than to see an emergency 
vehicle drive by the house when you are panic-stricken 
or waiting impatiently. Actually, it is just as frustrating 
for the emergency workers who are trying to locate the 
address where someone needs their help. It often  
happens that the occupant has to click the lights on 
and off to identify the right house.  

Ideally, each house should have a little sign with its 
civic number at the end of the driveway, about 3  
metres from the road. Some Canadian municipalities 

even have a municipal bylaw to remedy this type of 
situation. In Shefford, it is your responsibility. Think of 
your safety in case of an emergency and help  
emergency workers locate you quickly if you ever need 
their help. Post your civic number clearly with large 
numbers, about 3 metres from the road. It could save 
your life!  

Addresses that can’t be found…  
By André Cadorette, Fire Chief 

We wish to share with you the thank you note  
received from Daniel Lalime and Marie-Joëlle Lévesque 
following an appreciated intervention of the Shefford 
First Responders.  

During the thunderstorm that swept across our  
region on August 18, some trees were blown down on 
Mr. Lalime’s property. While he was busy cutting the 
trees and cleaning up the mess, a tree rolled on him, 
pinning his leg under it. This is the note we received 
from Mr. Lalime on the subject:   

“Unable to move, I asked my wife to call you (First 
Responders) and an ambulance, because I thought my 
leg was broken. The speed and professionalism of your 
men reduced my pain to a minimum. Afterwards, the 
ambulance took me to Cowansville. Fortunately, I 
ended up with only a sprained knee. Thank you.”  

Congratulations to our First Responders 
for their good work!  

Thanking our First Responders  
By André Cadorette, Fire Chief  

L’entrée d’une résidence typique du Canton de Shefford  
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In connection with the general municipal elections 
of November 1, 2009, the direction de la coordination 
et de la vérification en financement politique, under 
the Chief Electoral Officer of Québec, has organized 
training sessions for official agents.  

These training sessions help agents learn about the 
job and its responsibilities and the rules under the  
Election Act respecting the control of candidates’ elec-
tion expenses.  

 

In our area, the session will take place on:  

Monday, October 5 at the Auberge Days Inn 
Cowansville, 111 Place Jean-Jacques Bertrand,  
Cowansville, Davignon Room at 7 PM. 

To register, call toll-free 1 800 361-1483. . 

For more information, call toll-free 1 866 225-4087. 

General Municipal Elections on November 1, 2009  
Summary by André Pontbriand, Councillor 

 

 

Everything you need to know about facing an  
emergency situation, including how to prepare an 
emergency kit, can be found on the website of the  
ministère de la Sécurité publique du Québec 
(www.msp.gouv.qc.ca). To get information on the  
subject, simply use the search engine found on the 
website’s home page and type the key words 
"emergency kit."  

  

Information on Emergency Kits  

 

Following the suggestion of one of our readers, we 
made numerous calls to find out where soiled syringes 
could be recycled. In our area, you can take used  
syringes to the Granby Uniprix André Forest located at 
338 St-Jacques (Place Granby). This accredited  
drugstore also supplies containers specifically designed 
for this type of recycling.  

  

Recycling soiled syringes: additional information 
By André Pontbriand, Councillor 
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Last fall, the Jean-Paul-Forand Eco Park Committee, 
in collaboration with the municipality of Shefford, held 
a drawing contest among the children of the Waterloo 
schools Notre-Dame and Saint-Bernardin. The goal was 
to have families get to know the Eco Park better and to 
find a logo and a mascot that would help adults and 
children alike see the park as their own. If we take into 
consideration the number of entries received and the 
quality of the work, this successful contest was greatly 
appreciated by participants and committee members. 
The contest winners were rewarded during a party that 
was held at the Jean-Paul-Forand Eco Park. The munici-
pality then hired a professional graphic artist to create 
a logo and a mascot using the best ideas submitted by 
contest participants. So, today, the members of the 
committee are happy to introduce to you the results of 
this creative work.  

The logo  

The heart represents the love of nature and the 
steps symbolize the walking paths of the Jean-Paul-
Forand Eco Park.  

 

The mascot  

Trees were the most popular elements used by the 
children who participated in the contest, so a tree was 
chosen as our new mascot. The tree and the heart  
effectively represent the main idea behind the project: 
the integration of man and nature.   

Our new logo and a picture of our new mascot are 
on the Eco Park’s new trail map, available at the  
Shefford Municipal Hall. These maps will soon also be 
available at the entrance of the Jean-Paul-Forand 
Eco Park.  

Now, it is time for the third and last phase of our 
contest: to find a name for our marvellous mascot! All 
the children and citizens of the municipality of Shefford 
are invited to fill-out the participation coupon at the 
end of this newsletter and return it to the Municipal 
Hall by mail or in person. The name of our beautiful 
mascot will be published in our next newsletter. The 
winner will be awarded an eco prize.  

The committee would like to thank the municipality 
of Shefford, the Val-des-Cerfs School Board and  
especially Catherine Larouche, Principal at Notre-
Dame, and Mario Denicourt, Principal at Saint-
Bernardin. We also thank OUI Marketing, the graphic 
design company that produced the logo and the  
mascot. And lastly, we must thank the 176 fantastic 
children and families who contributed to the success of 
this contest.  

Dear children and friends of Shefford, keep on surpris-
ing us and thank you for participating in large numbers.  

The New Visual Identity of the Jean-Paul-Forand Eco Park  
By Les Amis du Parc écologique Jean-Paul-Forand  
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Name of the mascot: 

___________________________ 

Your name: 

___________________________ 

Phone number: 

___________________________ 

Email address:  

___________________________ 

CONTEST : Find a name for the Jean-Paul-Forand Eco Park mascot 

Your newsletter is produced by the Municipality of  
Shefford Township 

Coordination :   André Pontbriand, councillor 

Collaboration : 

André Cadorette, Doris Chagnon, Yves Gosselin, André 
Laperrière, Daniel Leclair, Les Amis du Parc écologique 
Jean-Paul-Forand, Isabelle Perreault, André Pontbriand, 
Donald Tétreault. 

Photos :   André Pontbriand, 
    Chantal Bossé 

Realization et revision : Chantal Bossé, CHABOS Inc. 
    Canton de Shefford 
    www.chabos.ca 

 450 777-2363 

RETURN ALL CORRESPONDANCE THAT CAN NOT 

BE DELIVERED IN CANADA TO : 

Municipalité du Canton de Shefford 

245, chemin Picard, Shefford (Québec) J2M 1J2 

 

Send us your reply coupon by mail or drop it at the reception of Town Hall. 


